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TEXTING WHILE DRIVING BAN CRUISES TO GOVERNOR’S DESK 
 

With a standing ovation, the House passed HB 1965 by Rep. Terry O’Donnell (R-Catoosa) 
and Senate Public Safety Committee by a vote of 85-7.  The bill named after Trooper 
Nicholas Dees, who was killed earlier this year, and Trooper Keith Burch, who was 
severely injured in the same accident.  The bill bans the use of hand-held electronic 
devices to “manually compose, send or read an electronic text message” while operating a 
motor vehicle.  The bill makes it a primary offense to text while driving.  Sen. Yen (R-OKC) 
attached the amendment in the Senate.  The bill levies a $100 fine and prohibits the 
Department of Public Safety from recording or assessing points on any license.  It also 
makes exceptions for a device that is physically or electronically integrated into a motor 
vehicle, or a voice-operated global positioning or navigation system that is affixed to a 
motor vehicle, or a hands-free device that allows the user to write, send, or read a text 
message without the use of either hand except to activate, deactivate, or initiate a feature 
or function.  Municipalities may enact and municipal police officers may enforce 
ordinances prohibiting and penalizing texting while driving.  The ordinances shall not be 
more stringent and the fine and court costs for municipal ordinance violations shall be the 
same or less than the $100. 
 
Governor Fallin made this one of her priorities in her State of the State address.  This was 
also a priority for OML.   
 

SPLASH PAD BILL FLOWS TO GOVERNOR’S DESK 
 

Just in time for summer, the House passed HB 1826 for Rep. Martin (R-Norman) and Sen. 
Standridge (R-Norman) by a vote of 81-0 yesterday.  This bill was a joint effort of OML and 
DEQ working together.  The bill prohibits the Department of Environmental Quality from 
requiring a permit for reusing captured wastewater from a splash pad for irrigation or land 
application if the pad is within the jurisdiction of the municipality or county and meets 
certain requirements.  The emergency clause also passed.  
 

RIGHT-TO-FARM PASSES HOUSE WITH NO DEBATE 
 
With no discussion or debate, HJR 1012 by Rep. Biggs (R-Chickasha) and Sen. Smalley 
(R-Stroud) passed the House by a vote 85-7.  This resolution, better known as the Right-
to-Farm, resolution proposes a vote of the people on a constitutional amendment to 
guarantee the rights of farmers and ranchers to engage in farming and ranching practices. 
It prohibits the Legislature from passing any law which abridges the rights of farmers and 
ranchers to employ agricultural technology and livestock production and ranching 
practices without a compelling state interest. It specifies that nothing in this measure 
should be construed to modify any provision of common law or statues relating to 
trespass, eminent domain, or any other property rights.  The resolution addresses the 
concerns of the oil and gas industry with the following language “dominance of mineral 
interests, easements, rights of way”.  Municipal ordinances that have been in place since 
December 31, 2014 will not be impacted.   

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1965%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1826%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hres/HJR1012%20ENR.PDF
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OIL AND GAS PREEMPTION BILL WAITING TO BE 
HEARD IN THE SENATE 

 
SB 809 by Pro Tempore Bingman (R-Sapulpa) and 
Speaker Hickman (R-Fairview) is back in the Senate for 
acceptance or rejection of the House amendments.  The 
bill authorizes municipalities to enact reasonable 
regulations, if consistent with Corporation Commission 
regulation, regarding road use, traffic, noise and odors 
incidental to oil and gas operations within its boundaries. 
Political subdivisions may enact reasonable setbacks 
and fencing requirements for oil and gas well site 
locations but may not effectively ban any oil and gas 
operations including specifically stated activities and 
infrastructure. All other regulation of oil and gas 
operations shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Corporation Commission. Notwithstanding any 
provision of law to the contrary, a municipality, county or 
other political subdivision may enact reasonable 
ordinances, rules and regulations concerning 
development of areas within its boundaries which have 
been or may be delineated as a 100 year floodplain but 
only to the minimum extent necessary to maintain 
National Flood Insurance Program eligibility. 52 O.S. 
Section 137 is repealed.   
 

FEDERAL LEGISLATION:  IMMEDIATE ACTION 
NEEDED 

CALL YOUR CONGRESSMAN TO SUPPORT  
H.R. 1732 TO HALT THE PROPOSED  

WATERS OF THE U.S. RULE 
 

NLC just issued an action alert supporting the Regulatory 
Integrity Protection Act (H.R. 1732), which will halt EPA’s 
“waters of the U.S.” proposed rule. The bill requires the 
EPA to conduct a federalism consultation and a 
comprehensive cost analysis. H.R. 1732 is expected to 
be on the House floor this afternoon or tomorrow 
morning, and we’re asking that you to call your 
representatives and urge them to vote yes. Attached is 
NLC's fact sheet on H.R. 1732.  OML provided 
comments on this rule last summer opposing the rules.   
 
Contact your Congressman now and ask them to 
support H.R. 1732. 
 
GOVERNOR FALLIN ISSUES EXECUTIVE ORDER ON 

EPA OVERREACH 
 

On Tuesday, Governor Fallin issued an executive order 
stating that Oklahoma will not file a State Implementation 
Plan with the EPA regulating carbon dioxide emissions 
produced by Oklahoma power plants.  This order was 
filed on the same day that the Senate passed SB 676 by 
Sen. Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Echols (R-OKC).  The bill 

is awaiting action by Governor Fallin.   The bill requires 
the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to 
submit for prior approval by the Legislature any state 
implementation plan required under Section 111(d) of the 
Federal Clean Air Act to regulate carbon dioxide 
emissions from fossil fuel-fired electric generating units, 
operating on the effective date of this act, before 
submitting any such plan to the EPA. It requires that the 
DEQ prepare a report that assesses the effects of the 
state implementation plan on the state's electric power 
sector, electric consumers within the state, fiscal impact 
to state revenue, economic development impacts to the 
state, current and future employment numbers, and 
impact to local governments. The bill requires that the 
DEQ transmit to Legislature a copy of any state 
implementation plan no later than April 1 of each year 
following the adoption of said plan. 
 

BILLS ON GOVERNOR FALLIN’S DESK 

 
Construction Industries Board (CIB)  
SB 591 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Wallace (R-
Wellston) allows a plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
apprentice to receive a renewal certificate after his or her 
apprenticeship has expired following payment of the 
apprentice registration renewal fee and prohibits 
someone from acting as a plumbing apprentice without 
current and valid registration. The bill states application 
for renewal must be sent to the Construction Industries 
Board. The bill makes it unlawful and a misdemeanor for 
any employer to employ a plumbing, mechanical or 
electrical apprentice who is not properly certified and for 
such an employee to continue practice without 
certification. This bill offers a 90 day period following the 
approval of this bill for an uncertified apprentice to 
achieve certification. The bill passed the Senate 
yesterday by a vote of 37-3. 
 
Elections/Charter Municipalities & County Election 
Board 
SB 399 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Banz 
(R-Midwest City) amends the filing period for municipal 
elections and changes language for charter 
municipalities. Included in the bill is a provision that no 
county election board shall be required to conduct a 
regular or special election for any elective municipal 
office in a municipality governed by a charter unless the 
resolution calling the election shall set a candidate filing 
period of 3 days to begin not more than 20 days from the 
date the resolution is required to be submitted to the 
county election board.  In no case shall a resolution 
calling a regular or special election be submitted to the 
county election board less than 60 days preceding the 
election date.  Similarly, 11 O.S. Section 16-114 and 26 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB809%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://advocacy.nlc.org/app/make-a-call?1&engagementId=96573
http://www.odl.state.ok.us/usinfo/congress/index.htm
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/978.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB676%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB591%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB399%20ENR.PDF
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O.S. Section 3-101 is amended with the filing period to 
begin not more than 20 days from the date of the 
resolution or order is required to be filed with the county 
election board. If the candidate filing period occurs on a 
Saturday, Sunday or official State holiday, the day of the 
filing period shall be scheduled for the next business day.  
The bill passed the Senate Monday by a vote of 41-0. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms/Knives 
HB 1460 by Rep. Wallace (R-Wellston) and Sen. Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) adds to the state preemption by 
including knives under the Firearms Act of 1971.  The bill 
authorizes public and private schools to establish policies 
regulating the possession of knives on school property by 
students.   The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a 
vote of 81-4. 
 
Law Enforcement/Off-Duty Officers 
SB 219 by Sen. Brooks (R-Washington) and Rep. Sean 
Roberts (R-Hominy) removes current law’s requirement 
that an off-duty officer has written authorization when 
carrying a weapon approved by the employing agency. 
The bill passed the House last week and was sent to 
Governor Fallin on Monday. 
 
Law Enforcement/Recording of Officers 
SB 362 by Sen. Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. 
Echols (R-OKC) states that nothing shall preclude a 
person from recording the activity of law enforcement in a 
public area, as long as the recording activity does not 
delay or obstruct the law enforcement agent in his or her 
duties. The bill passed the Senate today by a vote of 35-
1. 
 
Local Bid Preferences 
SB 352 by Sen. Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) permits any construction contract to provide for a 
local bid preference of up to 5 percent of the bid price if 
the public trust governing body determines that there is 
an economic benefit to the local area or economy. The 
bill requires the bidder to agree to perform the contract 
for the same price and terms as the bid proposed by the 
nonlocal bidder. The bill requires the bid preference to be 
in accordance with an established policy to clearly 
demonstrate the economic benefit. The bill requires the 
local bidding entity to be the second lowest qualified bid 
on the contract. The bill also increases the bidding 
requirement for an emergency from $50,000 to $75,000. 
The bill passed the Senate yesterday by a vote of 28-11. 
 
Municipal Judges/Funding 
SB 98 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Grau (R-
Edmond) authorizes the Council on Judicial Complaints 
to provide funding for attendance and participation of 
state, municipal, and administrative judges in 
professional and educational programs. The bill passed 

last week and Rep. Sean Roberts (R-Hominy) captured 
the bill on a Motion to Reconsider.  The time expired on 
the motion and the bill went to the Governor on Tuesday. 
 
Performance Based Efficiency Contracts 
SB 92 by Sen. Mazzei (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Sears (R-
Bartlesville) amends performance-based efficiency 
contracts in 62 O.S. Section 318 by adding a definition 
for “state governmental entity” including OMPA and 
GRDA, among others.  Any state governmental entity 
proposing to enter into an agreement under this section 
shall consult with the State Bond Advisor to determine 
cost-effective financing.  It also requires any state 
governmental entity entering into a financing secured by 
an efficiency contract to report the amount of outstanding 
leases or contracts each year for inclusion in the State 
Bond Advisor’s annual report on state obligations.  The 
bill passed the Senate yesterday by a vote of 40-0.  
 
Roofing Contractor Registration 
HB 2128 by Rep. McBride (R-OKC) and Sen. Newberry 
(R-Tulsa) amends roofing contractor registration in 
several ways, including requirements for documents from 
the Secretary of State. The bill passed the House 
yesterday by a vote of 52-36.  The emergency clause 
failed by a vote of 44-35.   
 
Sales Tax Election/Subject 
HB 1400 by Rep. Murphey (R-Guthrie) and Sen. Sykes 
(R-Moore) amends the sales tax statutes by providing 
that after January 1, 2016, every sales tax levy submitted 
to county voters for approval shall embrace but one 
subject, which shall be clearly expressed on the ballot.  
The bill passed the House yesterday by a vote of 70-8. 
 

BILLS SIGNED BY GOVERNOR FALLIN 
 
Competitive Bidding/Awarding Agency 
HB 2119 by Rep. McBride (R-OKC) and Sen. Fry (R-
Midwest City) permits the Division or awarding public 
agency to extend a contract award period no more than 
120 days from the bid opening date upon the mutual 
written agreement between the lowest responsible bidder 
or bidders and the awarding public agency. The bill was 
signed by Governor Fallin on Tuesday.  It takes effect on 
November 1, 2015. 
 
Hazardous Waste 
SB 482 by Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) and Speaker 
Hickman (R-Fairview) provides that hazardous waste 
undergoing analysis to determine if it is acceptable for 
disposal that is temporarily staged within the confines of 
a permitted hazardous waste unit in a manner that will 
prevent the waste or any constituent thereof, from 
entering the environment does not constitute disposal of 
hazardous waste.  The bill was signed by Governor Fallin 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1460%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB219%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB362%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB352%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB98%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB92%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2128%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1400%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2119%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB482%20ENR.PDF
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on Tuesday.  It had an emergency clause; therefore, it 
took effect on April 28, 2015. 
 
Initiative and Referendums 
HB 1484 by Rep. Grau (R-Edmond) and Sen. Griffin (R-
Guthrie) amends in a number of ways the time frames 
and requirements for the initiative and referendum 
procedure in Title 34. The bill was signed by Governor 
Fallin on Tuesday.  It had an emergency clause; 
therefore, it took effect on April 28, 2015. 
 
Law Enforcement/Knives 
HB 1911 by Rep. Jordan (R-Yukon) and Sen. Silk (R-
Broken Bow) amends 21 O.S. Section 1272 regarding 
the unlawful carry requirements for knives.  It removes a 
switchblade knife and a knife having a blade which opens 
automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, 
spring, or other device in the handle of the knife from the 
list of prohibited weapons. The bill was signed by 
Governor Fallin on Tuesday.  It takes effect on November 
1, 2015. 
 
Pension/OLERS 
HB 1053 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Brinkley (R-Owasso) is the annual IRS Code update for 
OLERS.  The bill was signed by Governor Fallin on 
Monday.  It had an emergency clause; therefore, it took 
effect on April 27, 2015. 
 
Public Funds/Payee 
HB 1734 by Rep Sean Roberts (R-Hominy) and Sen. 
Fields (R-Wynona) authorizes payment of a tax, fee or 
charge to the state or local governmental entity.  The 
instrument shall not be payable to the individual who 
holds the public office. It takes effect on November 1, 
2015. 
 

OML PRIORITIES 
 

Bidding/Public Trusts 
SB 154 by Sen. David (R-Porter) and Rep. Mulready (R-
Tulsa) amends 60 O.S. Section 176 by increasing the 
bidding requirement for an emergency from $50,000 to 
$75,000.  The bill is awaiting a hearing on the House 
floor.  However, SB 352 by Sen. Newberry (R-Tulsa) and 
Rep. Echols (R-OKC) passed the Senate yesterday with 
this language in the bill.  If signed by the Governor, SB 
154 will not be needed. (OML Supports)  

 
Mental Health Transport/Third Party 
HB 1776 by Rep. McCall (R-Atoka) and Sen. Simpson 
(R-Ardmore) is the House bill that authorizes contracting 
with a third party to provide these transport services.  
Rep. McCall rejected Senate amendments and 
requested conference.  The bill has been assigned to the 

House Public Safety Committee.  Senate conferees have 
yet to be assigned.  (OML Supports) 
 
SB 751 by Sens. David (R-Porter) and Pittman (D-OKC) 
and Rep. McCall (R-Atoka) amends 43A O.S. Section 1-
110 regarding law enforcement transport of individuals to 
and from designated sites for the purpose of 
examination, emergency detention, protective custody 
and inpatient services. The bill authorizes contracting 
with a third party to provide these services provided the 
third party meets minimum standards determined by the 
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services. Standards determined by the Department shall 
not exceed the standards required by law enforcement. 
The bill is in the Senate awaiting acceptance or rejection 
of the House amendments. (OML Supports) 
 
Municipal Finance Campaign Disclosure 
SB 438 by Sen. Sparks (D-Norman) and Rep. Virgin (D-
Norman) authorizes certain municipalities to enact 
comprehensive code of campaign finance and personal 
disclosure ordinances, in which case the Municipal 
Campaign Finance and Financial Disclosure Act will not 
apply to the municipality. The measure requires that 
municipalities enacting these ordinances file a notice of 
action with the Ethics Commission. The bill is back in the 
Senate waiting for acceptance or rejection of House 
amendments. 

 
BILLS ON THE MOVE 

 
County Parking Lots 
SB 386 by Sen. Sparks (D-Norman) and Rep. Cockroft 
(R-Tecumseh) amends 19 O.S. Section 941. It 
authorizes counties having a population of more than 
300,000 to install and operate parking lots on any tract of 
land of the county. The county may charge fees, install 
parking meters or other parking control devices. The 
population limit is removed. It is in the Senate awaiting 
acceptance or rejection of House amendments. 
 
Environment/Underground Injection Wells 
HB 1405 by Rep. Pfeiffer (R-Mulhall) and Sen. Justice 
(R-Chickasha) amends 27A O.S. Section 2-7-120 
regarding DEQ regulation of disposing of liquid waste 
other than hazardous waste in an underground injection 
well that is required to be permitted. Current law reflects 
the fee of two-hundredths of one cent as (.002). The bill 
alters this to (.02). In addition, the total fee for injection of 
drinking water treatment residuals into a Class V 
underground injection well shall be no less than $2,000 
nor more than $5,000 per year. The bill was sent to the 
Governor on April 16

th
.  However, it was recalled by the 

House on Tuesday.  The bill is still awaiting action by the 
House. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1484%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1911%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1053%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1734%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB154%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1776%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB751%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB438%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB386%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1405%20ENR.PDF
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SB 208 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Pfeiffer 
(R-Mulhall) amends 27A O.S. Section 2-7-120 impacting 
DEQ fees for injection of drinking water treatment 
residuals into a Class V underground injection well. The 
total fee shall be not less than $2,000 nor more than 
$5,000 per year. In addition, the fee for disposing liquid 
waste other than hazardous waste in an underground 
injection well that is required to be permitted is changed 
to two-hundredths of one cent “(2/100 of $0.01)” per 
gallon from current laws two hundredths of one cent 
“(0.002)”.  The bill passed the Senate today by a vote of 
28-9.  After the enrollment process, it will head to 
Governor Fallin’s desk. 
 
Juvenile Affairs/Community Intervention Centers 
SB 269 by Sen. Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Nelson (R-
OKC) amends 10A O.S. Section 2-7-305 providing a 
community intervention center may receive and hold 
juveniles for whom detention is appropriate and available 
pending transportation by law enforcement to a detention 
facility; provided, custody by law enforcement shall not 
be relinquished to the community intervention center until 
detention eligibility and bed availability are determined by 
the designated detention screener and an order for 
detention is issued. The bill passed Senate yesterday by 
a vote of 41-0. After the enrollment process, the bill will 
head to Governor Fallin’s desk. 
 
Law Enforcement/Boating Under the Influence 
HB 1714 by Rep. Cox (R-Grove) and Sen. Shaw (R-
Grove) amends mandatory revocation of driving privilege 
requirements in 47 O.S. Section 6-205 to include 
operating or being in actual physical control of a vessel 
under the influence of alcohol or any other intoxicating 
substances pursuant to 63 O.S. Section 4210.8. A new 
penalty provision is added. In addition, 63 O.S. Section 
4210.8 relating to operating or being in actual physical 
control of a vessel upon the waters of the state is 
amended to require mandatory revocation of driving 
privileges pursuant to 47 O.S. Section 6-205.  Rep. Cox 
rejected the amendments and requested conference. 
The bill has been assigned to the House Public Safety 
Committee.  Senate conferees have yet to be named.  
 
Law Enforcement/Open Records/Body Cameras 
HB 1037 by Rep. Faught (R-Muskogee) and Sen. Holt 
(R-OKC) exempts any test from, question banks, and 
answer keys developed for state licensure examinations 
from the Open Records Act, excluding test preparation 
materials or study guides. It also adds language clarifying 
and specifying exemptions to the Open Records Act for 
audio and video recordings from law enforcement dash 
cameras and associated audio recording devices. It also 
establishes exemptions from the Open Records Act for 
audio and video recordings from body cameras worn by 
law enforcement officers. It establishes the procedures 

for release of certain audio and video recordings. The bill 
also provides that the exemptions do not permit the 
denial of access to law enforcement records that have 
been previously made available to the public as provided 
in the Oklahoma Open Records Act or as otherwise 
provided by law.  Conference has been requested.  The 
bill has been assigned to the House Government 
Oversight and Accountability Committee.  Senate 
conferees have yet to be named. 
 
Local Development Act/TIF 
SB 342 by Sen. Standridge (R-Norman) and Rep. Russ 
(R-Cordell) amends the Local Development Act in a 
number of ways. This includes adding to the review 
committee, requiring the analysis used to project 
revenues over the life of the project plan and the effect 
on the taxing entities, mandating a three-fourths (3/4) 
majority vote for district approval by if the approval is not 
in accord with the recommendation/conditions of the 
review committee, enhanced requirements for the 
governing bodies public hearings and certified mail 
mandates. Rep. Russ rejected the bill and requested 
Conference on Monday.  Senate conferees have been 
assigned: Standridge, Mazzei, Newberry, Fry, Brinkley, 
Floyd, and Garrison.  House conference committee has 
yet to be assigned. 
 
Municipal Election Dates 
SB 312 by Sen. Holt (R-OKC) and Rep. Echols (R-OKC) 
establishes municipal election dates for regular elections 
to fill an elective office and amends current law regarding 
special election dates.  Election dates for a regular or 
special election to fill an elective office: second Tuesday 
of February and first Tuesday of April in any year, the 
date of any regularly scheduled statewide state or federal 
election in an even-numbered year, second Tuesday of 
September and second Tuesday of November in an odd-
numbered year. January in both odd-numbered and 
even-numbered years is dropped as possible special 
election dates for any purpose other than to fill an 
elective office. In addition, 26 O.S. Section 13-101.1 is 
amended for municipalities that hold both primary and 
general elections.  Senate conferees have been named:  
Holt, Justice, Dahm, Griffin, Treat, Floyd, and Sparks.  
House conference committee has yet to be assigned. 
 
Oil and Gas/Takings 
SB 468 by Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) and Rep. Calvey 
(R-OKC) establishes a taking pursuant to Article 2 of the 
Oklahoma Constitution when political subdivisions 
regulate oil and gas operations in certain circumstances. 
These are interfering with the use and enjoyment of 
mineral estate, imposing or enforcing a limitation 
adversely impacting the use and development of 
minerals by substantially increasing the costs of 
operations or by substantially reducing the fair market 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB208%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB269%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB1714%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB1037%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB342%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB312%20HFLR.PDF
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value of the mineral estate, or by prohibiting access to 
develop the mineral estate. The bill does not apply to any 
ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or other form of 
official policy adopted or implemented prior to December 
31, 2014.  52 O.S. Section 137 is repealed.  It is in the 
Senate waiting for acceptance or rejection of the House 
amendment which struck the title.  The bill will go to 
conference. 
 
Open Meetings/Executive Session/Workers’ 
Compensation 
HB 1725 by Rep. Osborn (R-Mustang) and Sen. Sykes 
(R-Moore) amends the Open Meeting Act’s definition of 
“meeting” by adding an exception for in-state education 
or training programs attended by a majority of members 
of a public body when no decision is made pertaining to 
the business of the public body.  In addition, a “public 
body” is amended to include the Workers’ Compensation 
Commission, when deliberating any appeal before the 
Commission en banc. Rep. Osborn rejected the Senate 
amendments and requested conference.  The bill has 
been assigned to the House Government Oversight and 
Accountability Committee.  Senate conferees have yet to 
be named. 
 
OPERS 
HB 1376 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Brinkley (R-Owasso) limits the Oklahoma Public 
Employees Retirement System exception section 
requiring a defined contribution system for those hired on 
or after November 1, 2015. This amendment to the 
exception in 74 O.S. Section 935.2, which includes 
municipal employees, limits participation in the defined 
benefit plan “only as long as he or she continues to be 
employed in a position” described in the exception. In 
addition, the employee and employer contributions are 
changed.  The bill is back in the House for acceptance or 
rejection of Senate amendments. 
 
Pensions/Firefighters Pension and Retirement 
System 
HB 1002 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Brinkley (R-Owasso) states the Oklahoma Firefighters 
Pension and Retirement System Board of Trustees is 
responsible for the policies and rules of the general 
administration of the Oklahoma Firefighters Pension and 
Retirement System. The bill requires the board to 
establish procedures and may require information from 
the distributing plan as it sees fit to reasonably conclude 
that a potential rollover is valid. This bill requires the 
guidance under IRS Notice 2014-54 be followed for 
purposes of determining the portion of a disbursement of 
benefits from the System to distribute that is not included 
in gross income under Section 72 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. The bill and emergency passed 
90-0.  Conference has been requested.  The bill has 

been assigned to the House Business, Labor and 
Retirement Laws Committee.  Senate conferees have yet 
to be assigned. 
 
Real Estate Owner’s Rights Act 
SB 379 by Sen. Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. 
Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow) creates the Real Estate 
Owner's Rights Act preempting in a number of ways state 
law and municipal ordinances regarding owners of 
residential real property or farm property "absolute right" 
to personally perform any "construction, installation work 
or repairs" including "fencing, landscaping, telephone, 
plumbing, electrical, roofing, mechanical, carpentry, 
concrete, masonry or painting without first obtaining 
licensure".  The land owner must obtain state and local 
permits and inspections to satisfy building code 
requirements. The bill contains several sections of new 
law and myriad details. The bill is back in the Senate for 
acceptance or rejection of House amendments.  
 
Transportation Network Company/UBER 
HB 1614 by Rep. Henke (R-Tulsa) and Sen. Smalley (R-
Stroud) creates the Oklahoma Transportation Network 
Company Services Act regulating entities using a digital 
network or software application to connect passengers to 
transportation network services. regulates transportation 
network companies, services, and drivers. The bill 
prohibits Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) or 
TNC drivers from being considered motor carriers of 
persons defined in Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statues, or 
considered to provide taxicab or for-hire vehicle services. 
The bill prohibits a person from operating a TNC in 
Oklahoma without first having obtained a permit from the 
Corporation Commission. It requires TNCs to maintain an 
agent for service of process in Oklahoma. It permits 
TNCs to determine and charge a fare for the services 
provided to passengers. It requires a TNC's software 
application or website to display a picture of the TNC 
driver and the license plate number of the motor vehicle 
utilized for providing the TNC service before the 
passenger enters the TNC driver's vehicle. It requires the 
TNC to transmit an electronic receipt to the passenger 
that list a set list of information within a reasonable period 
of time following the trip. It requires that TNCs to 
implement a zero-tolerance policy on the use of drugs or 
alcohol while a TNC driver is providing TNC services, 
and is required to provide notice of this policy and its 
procedures on its website. It requires that TNCs require 
any motor vehicle or vehicles that a TNC driver will use 
to provide TNC services to meet the equipment 
standards required of private motor vehicles under Title 
47 of the Oklahoma Statutes. It requires that a TNC 
driver exclusively accept rides booked through a TNC's 
digital network or software application service, and is 
prohibited to solicit or accept street hails. It requires 
TNCs to adopt a policy prohibiting solicitation or 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1725%20SFLR.PDF
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http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB1002%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
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acceptance of cash payments from passengers. It 
requires TNCs to adopt a policy of nondiscrimination on 
the basis of destination, race, color, national origin, 
religious belief or affiliation, sex, disability, age, sexual 
orientation, or gender with respect to passengers and 
potential passengers and notify TNC drivers of such 
policy. It exempts TNCs from political subdivision 
regulation and oversight. The bill passed the House 
today by a vote of 84-3.  After the enrollment process, it 
will go to Governor Fallin’s desk. 
 
Transportation Network Company/UBER 
SB 436 by Sen. Quinn (R-Claremore) and Rep. Mulready 
(R-Tulsa) creates the Transportation Network Company 
Services Act of 2015 establishing detailed regulation for 
an entity providing transportation services for 
compensation using a digital network or software 
application to connect passengers with drivers using a 
personal vehicle. The bill contains details. Conference 
has been requested.  Senate conferees are: Quinn, 
Brown, Smalley, Simpson, Shortey, Wyrick, and Sparks.  
House conference committee has yet to be assigned. 
 
Uniform Building Code Academy/Code Variance 
Appeals Board 
HB 1890 by Rep. Kirby (R-Broken Arrow) and Sen. 
Newberry (R-Tulsa) amends the Oklahoma Uniform 
Building Code Commission in a number of ways.  This 
includes increasing Commission membership, prohibiting 
political subdivisions from waiving state minimum 
standards and requirements adopted by the Commission, 
authorizing training for a core academy as part of a 
certification process, providing free continuing education. 
The bill failed on the House floor today by a vote of 39-
36. Rep. Kirby held it on a Motion to Reconsider.  
 
Water/DOC 
HB 1116 by Rep. Cleveland (R-Slaughterville) and Sen. 
Standridge (R-Norman) authorizes the Department of 
Corrections to enter into water purchase agreements with 
a public nonprofit rural water district in Cleveland County 
to sell at cost groundwater found beneath real property 
owned by the Department, on which the Lexington 
Assessment and Reception Center and the Joseph Harp 
Correctional Center at Lexington are located and to 
amend the groundwater permit the Department holds to 
allow for use as a public water supply in Cleveland 
County. Any amendment to the groundwater use permit 
shall be obtained by the OWRB and shall not exceed the 
proportionate part of the maximum annual yield of 
groundwater allocated to each acre of land overlying the 
fresh groundwater basin or subbasin.  Conference has 
been requested.  The bill has been assigned to Senate 
GCCA.  House conference committee has yet to be 
assigned. 
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