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Kill Bill: Volume 1 
 

On Monday, HB 2310 by Rep. Johnny Tadlock (D-Idabel) was defeated in the House 
A&B Revenue and Taxation Subcommittee by a vote of 2 ayes to 5 nays.  This bill would 
have allowed counties to increase their sales tax rate from 2% to 3.5%.   
 
Also, SB 1007 by Sen. Earl Garrison (D-Muskogee) was pulled from the agenda in 
Senate General Government Committee.  This bill amends 11 O.S. Section 22-111 
impacting governmental entities, public utilities other entities given easements for rights-
of-way or other purposes. These entities are responsible for maintenance of property 
within the boundaries of their easements in compliance with the provisions of this section 
or municipal ordinances enacted pursuant to the provisions of this section. Such entities 
may pay the landowner or tenant to provide maintenance in compliance with the 
provisions of this section or municipal ordinances enacted pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. In addition, “owner” is rewritten to include the “entity responsible for 
easements or rights-of-way on a property.” 
 
On Tuesday, HB 3022 was defeated in the House County and Municipal Government 
Committee by a vote of 3 ayes to 4 nays.  The bill by Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) 
prohibits municipalities from adopting any ordinance creating a criminal offense or 
imposing a criminal fine or penalty for failure of a property owner to maintain or clean the 
structure or exterior of property.   
 
The bill is property of the committee.  It is up to the discretion of the chairman, Rep. Sean 
Roberts, if he wants to bring it up.  We are working to make sure the bill remains dead for 
the Session.   
 
I would like to thank the members of the OCEA board for attending the committee 
meeting on Tuesday.  They have worked tirelessly on this effort to protect our process of 
code enforcement. 
 

Bill Threatening Local Control Scheduled Next Week 
 

SB 1289 by Sen. Josh Breechen (R-Coalgate) is scheduled to be heard in the Senate 
General Government Committee on Monday at 10:30 a.m. in Room 230.  This bill 
prohibits municipalities and counties from enacting ordinances, resolutions, rules and 
regulations not in conformity with state statutes on the same subjects, unless the 
municipality is otherwise expressly authorized by statute. It adds that those municipalities 
will also be prohibited from implementing an ordinance, resolution, rule, or regulation that 
conflicts with or is more stringent than a state statute regardless of when the statute 
takes effect.  Please contact members of the Senate General Government Committee 
and ask them to vote “NO” on SB 1289 and protect local control.   
 
 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2310%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1007%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB3022%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1289%20INT.PDF
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Bond Advisor Bill Scheduled for Hearing in Finance 
 
SB 1315 by Sen. Josh Breechen (R-Coalgate) is 
scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee 
on Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. in Room 535.  The impact of 
this bill will require every community and school to go 
out for bids every time they desire to use a service 
provider like bond counsel, underwriter, financial advisor, 
TIF counsel, local counsel, trustee bank, or go to the 
local bank for a loan. If you do not select the lowest fee, 
then you must formally submit written justification for the 
decision to the state bond advisor.  Cities currently have 
the right to bid, negotiate and select the best individual 
or firm they feel meets the needs of the community.  
 
The bill would require the City to justify with the State 
Auditor and the State Bond Advisor any time you don’t 
use the lowest bidder for any of these services. Another 
very concerning area is underwriters. Issuers must 
choose underwriters that are best suited to sell the 
particular bond issue at hand and have the capacity to 
maximize demand for bonds which leads to lower rates. 
This bill could potentially force issuers to choose a less 
qualified underwriter to save a few thousand on fees, 
and the issuer could end up paying hundreds of 
thousand, if not millions, more in interest costs if the 
underwriter does a poor job. 
 
As an aside, the state bond advisor operates on a fee 
basis - they charge a fee for every deal done at the state 
level and it stands to reason they would ultimately move 
in that direction if given autonomy over local bond 
issuers. This particular legislation, or some variation of it, 
tends to show up every couple years, and it is always 
important to be vigilant against encroachment on local 
communities’ ability to self-govern. 
 
Additionally, we feel current statutes 62 O.S. Section 
695.9C addresses this issue.  There is also a site with a 
form on the State Bond Advisor’s website to provide the 
information requested.  The issuance of municipal debt 
is a far too complicated transaction, and one fraught with 
very long-term risk, to force municipalities to do it on the 
cheap.  
 
Please contact members of the Senate Finance 
Committee and ask them to vote “NO” on SB 1315.   

 
9-1-1 Scheduled for Hearing on House Floor 

 
HB 3126 by Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-Tecumseh) and Sen. 
Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) will be heard by the House on 
Wednesday.  The bill increases the wireless fee from 
fifty cents ($.50) to seventy-five ($.75).  HB 3126 
provides for accountability and transparency by 

changing the advisory board into the Oklahoma 9-1-1 
Management Authority and giving them authority to 
mandate annual reporting and auditing.  The Authority 
also has the power to escrow 9-1-1 fees at the state 
level for local jurisdictions that do not comply. 
 
The Office of Emergency Management will house and 
provide staff support for an E9-1-1 Coordinator, whose 
position will be funded by an increase in the fees.   The 
Management Authority will develop a plan for Next 
Generation 9-1-1, which will provide for greater 
interoperability among jurisdictions and accommodate 
text, video and other forms of emergency 
communication.   
 
Please contact your Representative and ask them to 
vote “YES” on HB 3126 and support the bill that 
improves transparency and accountability for 9-1-1 fees 
and state coordination for improved 9-1-1 delivery. 

 
BILLS ON THE MOVE 

 
Cable Television/Municipal Authority:  Committee 
Substitute for HB 2358 by Rep. Weldon Watson (R-
Tulsa) modifies the scope of a municipality from cable 
television services to video services. The bill requires a 
bargained contract between the municipality and the 
video services provider and provides for payment to the 
municipality as rental for the use of the public ways and 
grounds within the municipality in furtherance of its video 
services business. It requires the rental payment not to 
exceed five percent of the annual gross revenues 
derived by the video services provider from the provider 
of video services within the municipality. The bill allows a 
municipality to adopt an ordinance regulating a video 
services system pursuant to its police power. The bill 
passed the House Utilities Committee and now awaits a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Code Enforcement/Churches: SB 1329 by Sen. John 
Ford (R-Bartlesville) prohibits any building code from 
stopping the Fire Marshall or state or local officials from 
allowing a church to use its property for temporary 
overnight-visitors for a number of purposes listed in the 
bill.  It allows for an annual permitting process.  The bill 
awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
DUI:  HB 3146 by Rep. Mike Sanders (R-Kingfisher)  is 
a work in progress.  It is a detailed bill creating the 
Impaired Driving Elimination Act (IDEA) impacting 
municipal court not of record.  A limited municipal 
criminal court of record may be created to establish 
jurisdiction over violations of ordinances prohibiting 
driving, operating or being in the actual physical control 
of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1315%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB3126%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/HB2358%20FULLPCS1%20WELDON%20WATSON-KB.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1329%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB3146%20INT.PDF
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other intoxicating substances.   On and after January 1, 
2017, charges for any first offense of driving under the 
influence of alcohol or other intoxicating substance 
committed on or after January 1, 2017, cannot be filed in 
municipal court.  These charges can only be filed in a 
municipal criminal court of record, a limited municipal 
criminal court of record or the district court.  The bill 
passed the House A&B Judiciary Subcommittee today 
by a vote of 9-0.  It now awaits a hearing by the full 
House A&B Committee.   
 
The title will be removed in House A&B as Rep. Sanders 
continues to work with all interested parties in this bill. 
 
Law Enforcement/Blue Alert Act: HB 2747 by Rep. 
Richard Morrissette (D-OKC) and Sen. Kyle Loveless 
(R-OKC) creates the Oklahoma Blue Alert Act to rapidly 
disseminate useful information if a law enforcement 
officer has been killed or seriously injured and the 
investigating agency has information identifying a 
suspect or the suspect poses a serious risk to the public 
or law enforcement. The bill contains details, definitions 
and duties for the Commissioner of Public Safety. The 
bill passed the House A&B Committee and now awaits a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Controlled Dangerous Substance: 
HB 2279 by Rep. Justin Wood (R-Shawnee) prohibits a 
police officer from taking a person into custody based 
solely on the commission of certain offenses involving a 
controlled dangerous substance if the peace officer, after 
making a reasonable determination and considering the 
facts and surrounding circumstances, reasonably 
believes that all of the following apply: the peace officer 
has contact with the person because the person 
requested emergency medical assistance for an 
individual who reasonably appeared to be in need of 
medical assistance due to the use of a controlled 
dangerous substance; and the person provided his or 
her full name and any other relevant information 
requested by the peace officer, remained at the scene 
with the individual who reasonably appeared to be in 
need of medical assistance due to the use of a 
controlled dangerous substance until emergency 
medical assistance arrived, and cooperated with 
emergency medical assistance personnel and peace 
officers at the scene. It provides that those individuals 
will be immune from criminal prosecution from the 
aforementioned offenses as long as the amount of the 
controlled dangerous substance does not constitute 
trafficking or drug paraphernalia associated with a 
controlled dangerous substance or distribution of a 
controlled dangerous substance, possession with the 
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance or 
manufacturing or attempting to manufacture a controlled 
dangerous substance. The bill also provides immunity if 

the offense involved a state of intoxication caused by the 
use of a controlled dangerous substance by a person or 
if the offense involved the person being or becoming 
intoxicated as a result of the use of a controlled 
dangerous substance by a person.  
 
HB 2279 provides that a person may not initiate or 
maintain an action against a peace officer or the 
employing political subdivision of the peace officer based 
on the compliance or failure of the peace officer to 
comply with the provisions the bill. The amendment 
clarifies that only individuals charged with simple 
possession or certain paraphernalia is immune from 
prosecution at the discretion of the officer. The bill 
passed the House by a vote of 94-0.   
 
Law Enforcement/Flooding Barricades: Committee 
Substitute for HB 2249 by Rep. Brian Renegar (D-
McAlester) amends 47 O.S. Section 11-1302 making it 
unlawful when a highway, county or municipal road has 
been closed to traffic due to flooding for a person to 
damage or remove or drive through or around any traffic-
control device or barricade, or otherwise enter the closed 
area. Violation of this provision is a misdemeanor with a 
penalty provision contained in the bill including the 
payment of restitution equal to the actual cost of 
emergency response and repair or replacement of any 
emergency equipment and for any damage to property 
or injury or death to persons caused by the violation.  
The bill passed the House Public Safety Committee and 
now awaits a hearing on the House floor.  
 
Law Enforcement/Provisional Licenses: HB 2474 by 
Rep. Pam Peterson (R-Tulsa) and Sen. A.J. Griffin (R-
Guthrie) amends 47 O.S. Section 6-212 regarding the 
issue of provisional licenses to drive.  It states DPS rules 
shall not prevent the issuance of a provisional license, 
due to nonpayment or delayed payment of court-ordered 
fines, fees and penalties, to an individual that otherwise 
satisfies the eligibility requirements for a provisional 
license.  The bill passed the House Criminal Justice and 
Corrections Committee and now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Public Safety Districts: Committee 
Substitute for SB 1240 by Sen. Mike Mazzei (R-Tulsa) 
and Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) creates the 
Oklahoma Public Safety Protection Act.  This bill will 
allow municipalities to initiate the creation of the public 
safety protection district by the adoption of a joint 
resolution calling for the question to organize a district. 
The joint resolution shall be submitted to the voters of 
the municipality at the next general election or special 
election.   
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB2747%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB2279%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/HB2249%20FULLPCS1%20BRIAN%20RENEGAR-GRS.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB2474%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/Senate/SB1240%20PCS.PDF
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A public safety protection district shall include all the 
territory located within the municipality.  Management of 
the public safety district shall be within the existing 
administration of the municipal government that created 
the district. 
 
It allows an annual assessment of no greater than five 
(5) mills of the property in the district for operation and 
maintenance of the public safety district, including 
expenses related to purchasing and maintaining the 
public safety equipment and payment of salaries and 
benefits of the city employees who provide law 
enforcement and/or fire protection public safety services 
within the district and municipal expenses related to 
housing prisoners.  
 
A public safety protection district may be dissolved by a 
majority vote of the registered voters at an election 
called by the governing body of the municipality.  The bill 
passed the Senate Public Safety Committee and awaits 
a hearing on the Senate floor.  
 
Municipal Operations/Jurisdiction over Municipal 
Property: HB 2523 by Rep. Dennis Casey (R-Morrison) 
and Sen. A.J. Griffin (R-Guthrie) amends 11 O.S. 
Section 22-116 which authorizes municipalities to have 
jurisdiction over any real property within or without its 
corporate limits belonging to the municipality. The 
amendment removes the 350,000 population limit in 
current law.  In addition, in the event of dual municipal 
jurisdiction, municipalities are authorized to enter into 
cooperative agreements defining and regulating the 
governing jurisdiction. The bill passed the House County 
& Municipal Government Committee and now awaits a 
hearing on the House floor. (OML SUPPORTS)  
 
Municipal Operations/Streets: HB 2451 by Rep. Mark 
Lepak (R-Claremore) amends 11 O.S. Section 36-113 
regarding the authorization for counties to construct, 
improve, repair or maintain any streets of a municipality 
having a population of greater than 5,000 persons, but 
less than 15,000 persons. The bill removes the 15,000 
population limitation. The bill was defeated in the House 
County and Municipal Government Committee by a vote 
of 2 ayes to 5 nays.   
 
Open Meetings Act/Executive Session: HB 2550 by 
Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) adds the sale of real 
property to the list of reasons a public body may hold an 
executive session under the Oklahoma Open Meeting 
Act. The bill also removes obsolete language. (OML 
SUPPORTS)  
 
Operations/Penalties:  SB 1172 by Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. John Paul Jordan (R-Yukon) 
amends procedure for referendum petitions in 11 O.S. 

Section 15-103, changing the penalty provision for 
falsely swearing or signing a false affidavit in 11 O.S. 
Section 16-306 and changing the penalty provision in 11 
O.S. Section 16-307 regarding knowingly voting illegally. 
Also, digitized or electronically copied and stored town 
meeting poll books are authorized.  An amendment was 
passed to remove Section 1 of the bill would have 
prohibited a city council member from appointing a 
current council member to certain positions.  The bill 
passed the Senate General Government Committee. It 
now awaits a hearing on the Senate Floor. 
 
Pensions:  SB 1128 by Sen. Patrick Anderson (R-Enid) 
creates the Pension Improvement Act providing a fund 
for retired members and beneficiaries of the retirement 
systems of the State of Oklahoma.  The Pension 
Improvement Revolving Fund shall be used via 
legislative appropriation to pay the cost of legislatively 
authorized cost-of-living adjustments or to reduce 
unfunded liabilities of any of the state retirement 
systems. The bill passed the Senate A&B Committee 
with the title and enacting clause stricken.  It now awaits 
a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Public/Private Partnerships (P3): Committee 
Substitute for HB 2476 by Rep. Claudia Griffith (D-
Norman) and Sen. Dan Newberry (R-Tulsa) authorizes 
private entities or other persons to develop or operate 
one or more qualifying projects may serve the public 
safety, purpose and welfare by making the projects 
available to the public in a timelier or less costly fashion. 
It states that the purpose of the act is to encourage 
investment in the state by private entities and other 
persons; facilitate financing, private capital and other 
funding sources that support the development or 
operation of qualifying projects in order to expand and 
accelerate financing for qualifying projects that improve 
and add to the benefit of the public; and provide 
governmental entities with the greatest possible flexibility 
in contracting with private entities or other persons to 
provide public services through qualifying projects. It 
establishes that the procedures in the act are not 
exclusive and do not prohibit a responsible 
governmental entity from entering into an agreement for 
or procuring public and private facilities and 
infrastructure under other statutory authority. It 
establishes policies, procedures and criteria for the 
development and operation of qualifying projects. The 
bill passed the House Government Oversight and 
Accountability Committee and now awaits a hearing on 
the House floor. 
 
State Agency/Federal Rule: SB 1161 by Sen. Nathan 
Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. Jason Murphey (R-
Guthrie) authorizes the state legislature to disapprove 
any federal rule or regulation imposed on a state 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB2523%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2451%20INT.PDF
http://www.ecapitol.net/55th/HB2550_INT.pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/SB1172%20SFLR.PDFhttp:/webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1172%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/SB1128%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/HB2476%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1161%20INT.PDF
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agency.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  General 
Government Committee. It now awaits a hearing on the 
Senate Floor. 
	
Transportation: Committee Substitute for HB 2898 by 
Rep. Scott Inman (D-Del City) modifies the policy which 
the State Highway Commission must follow in the 
acquisition of all rights-of-way requiring a utility owner to 
pay the funds for the removal or relocation of utility 
facilities where construction is to be performed. The bill 
passed the House A&B Transportation Subcommittee. It 
now awaits a hearing by the full House A&B Committee. 
	
Water/Delinquent Account:  SB 1029 by Sen. David 
Holt (R-OKC) and Elise Hall (R-OKC) creates new law 
regarding termination for a delinquent account where 
water service is provided to real property by one public 
entity but that property receives sewer or waste water 
service from another public entity. Under conditions in 
the bill, the governing body providing sewer or waste 
water service may request the public entity providing 
water service to terminate water service. The bill passed 
the Senate General Government Committee with the title 
stricken. It now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 

NEXT WEEK AT THE CAPITOL 

Monday, February 22, 2016 
Senate General Government Committee 

Room 230 at 10:30 a.m. 
	
Annexation/Detachment:     SB  1333  by  Sen.  Clark 
Jolley (R-Edmond) amends 11 O.S. Section 21-110 
regarding detachment of property.   The bill impacts 
procedure including notice and duties of the clerk. 
	
Board of Adjustments: Proposed Committee Substitute 
for  SB  1341  by  Sen.  Greg  Treat  (R-OKC)  modifies 
language related to the board of adjustment. The bill 
provides that at any time during the pendency of an 
automatic stay or a similar provision of municipal law any 
party to a proceeding before the board of adjustment 
may object to the maintenance of the stay by filing an 
application with the district court to lift the stay. The bill 
requires the court to lift the stay if no parties object to the 
application. It requires the court to consider and to 
resolve the matter no later than 60 days following the 
filing of the application if any parties oppose the 
application to lift the stay. It requires the court determine 
whether the stay should remain in effect by considering 
the likelihood of success on the merits by the party 
seeking to maintain the stay; irreparable harm to the 
party seeking to maintain the stay if the stay is lifted; 
relative effect on the other interested parties; and public 
policy concerns arising out of the preservation of the 
stay. The bill permits the court to lift or preserve the stay 

on such terms as to bond or otherwise as it considers 
proper for the security of the rights of the parties. 
	
Law  Enforcement/Immigration:   SB  1462  by  Sen. 
Ralph Shortey (R-OKC) prohibits municipalities and 
counties from enacting or adopting any immigration 
sanctuary policy. 
	
License  Tax:    SB  1489  by  Sen.  Nathan  Dahm  (R- 
Broken Arrow) removes language related to the license 
tax assessment municipalities use to determine the tax 
assessment on the number of licensed journeyman or 
apprentices under the supervision of the licensed 
contractor. 
	
Municipal Audits/Income: SB 888 by Sen. Roger 
Thompson (R-Okemah) amends the municipal audit 
requirements of 11 O.S. Section 17-105. Municipal 
income shall not include any grant monies provided to a 
municipality  from  any  federal,  state  or  other 
governmental entity. 
	
Public  Trust/Indebtedness:  SB  1011  by  Sen.  Ron 
Justice (R-Chickasha) 60 O.S. Sections 176. A 
municipality with a governing body consisting of fewer 
than  7  members  shall  be  required  to  approve  the 
creation of an indebtedness or obligation by a three-fifths 
(3/5) vote of the governing body. 
	
Public/Private Partnerships (P3): Proposed Committee 
Substitute for  SB 1316 by Sen. John Sparks (D-Norman) 
and Rep. Scott Martin (R-Norman) authorizes private 
entities or other persons to develop or operate one or 
more qualifying projects may serve the public safety, 
purpose and welfare by making the projects available to 
the public in a timelier or less costly fashion. It states 
that the purpose of the act is to encourage investment in 
the state by private entities and other persons; facilitate 
financing, private capital and other funding sources that 
support the development or operation of qualifying 
projects in order to expand and accelerate financing for 
qualifying projects that improve and add to the benefit of 
the public; and provide governmental entities with the 
greatest possible flexibility in contracting with private 
entities or other persons to provide public services 
through qualifying projects. It establishes that the 
procedures in the act are not exclusive and do not 
prohibit a responsible governmental entity from entering 
into an agreement for or procuring public and private 
facilities  and  infrastructure  under  other  statutory 
authority. It establishes policies, procedures and criteria 
for the development and operation of qualifying projects. 
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Tuesday, February 23, 2016 
Senate Finance Committee 

Room 535 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
E-Fairness:  SB 1301 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) 
expresses intent of the Legislature that, upon the 
enactment of federal law through the Marketplace 
Fairness Act, the Remote Transactions Parity Act, or 
other Congressional action, the state will enforce the 
provisions of this act with respect to the sales and use 
tax levies on all sales of tangible personal property and 
all  storage,  use  or  other  consumption  of  tangible 
personal property occurring within this state. The bill 
modifies definitions pertaining to sales tax, modifying the 
application of sales tax. 


