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TAX LOOPHOLE CAN BE REDUCED WITH PASSAGE OF E-FAIRNESS BILLS 

 
The tax loophole can be reduced with the passage of HB 2531 by Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-
Enid) and Sen. John Ford (R-Bartlesville).  We have been told this bill will be heard in 
Senate Finance Committee on Tuesday, April 5, 2016.   
 
With Oklahoma being the only state where cities and towns do not receive ad valorem for 
general operations, our municipalities are ‘overly’ dependent on local voter approved sales 
tax to fund almost all of their general operations including police, fire, road maintenance, 
trash disposal and economic development. 
 
The Internet sales tax loophole not only affects municipal governments, it also affects local 
businesses, the backbone of our local economy.  Local businesses collect and remit sales 
tax as required by law.  They employ our neighbors, sponsor our children’s little league 
teams and are involved in civic and community organizations. 
 
HB 2531 is a solution to this tax loophole.   A level playing field and doing the honest and 
right thing is what this is all about.    
 
No one should be allowed to avoid paying the required sales tax or even filing and paying 
the required ‘use’ tax when filing their state income tax.   Consumers switching to untaxed 
internet sales results in a loss of $81.5 Million to the State and $66.7 Million loss to local 
entities in 2015 and has created a huge disadvantage for Oklahoma Main Street merchants 
as well. 
 
Advancing HB 2531 will be one step toward solving the Billion Dollar budget deficit in 
addition to “doing the right thing”. 
 
There are two other E-Fairness bills in the House SB 1251 and SB 1301.  SB 1251 by Sen. 
John Ford (R-Bartlesville) and Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid) declares legislative intent with 
respect to levy and use of tax levies. The bill establishes levies upon all sales of personal 
property and the storage, use or other consumption of personal property purchased or 
brought into the state at 4.5 percent. The bill requires remote sellers to collect, report and 
remit sales and use taxes in accordance with the act if the gross annual receipts exceed $1 
million. The bill repeals language related to the levy of tax on out-of-state vendors.  
 
SB 1301 impacts the collection of sales and use tax.  The bill expresses intent of the 
Legislature that, upon the enactment of federal law through the Marketplace Fairness Act, 
the Remote Transactions Parity Act, or other Congressional action, the state will enforce 
the provisions of this act with respect to the sales and use tax levies on all sales of tangible 
personal property and all storage, use or other consumption of tangible personal property 
occurring within this state. The bill modifies definitions pertaining to sales tax, modifying the 
application of sales tax. It requires an online retailer to send an end-of-year statement of 
purchases and reminding them that sales tax has not been paid on those purchases. This 
bill along with SB 1251 bill must be heard by the House A&B Revenue and Taxation 
Subcommittee and the full House A&B Committee by deadline next week. 
 
 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB2531%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1251%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1301%20ENGR.PDF


 2 

9-1-1 PASSES SENATE ENERGY COMMITTEE 
 

HB 3126 by Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-Tecumseh) and Sen. 
Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) passed the Senate Energy 
Committee today with the title stricken.  This bill must 
now be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. 
 
Language has been presented by the Cellular 
Telecommunications Industry Association (CTIA) that 
calls for consolidation of the systems, keeps the fee at 
fifty cents ($.50) and it can only be spent on equipment.   
Darita Huckabee, INCOG, and I visited with Sen. 
Smalley to express our concerns about the proposal and 
encouraged him to keep the bill alive so we can pass 
meaningful reform and funding for our 9-1-1 systems.   
 
Currently, HB 3126 increases the wireless fee from fifty 
cents ($.50) to seventy-five ($.75).  The national average 
of wireless fees is seventy-eight cents ($.78).  HB 3126 
provides for accountability and transparency by 
changing the advisory board into the Oklahoma 9-1-1 
Management Authority and giving them authority to 
mandate annual reporting and auditing.   

 
PUBLIC SAFETY PROTECTION DISTRICT  

PASSES COMMITTEE 
 
On Wednesday, the House A&B Public Safety 
Subcommittee passed SB 1240 by Sen. Mike Mazzei 
(R-Tulsa) and Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa). The bill 
provides an option for municipalities to seek an 
alternative revenue source for our vital service of public 
safety.   
 
The bill is permissive and does not mandate that the 
districts be created.  It allows governing boards the 
means to determine if the citizens of the municipality 
want to create and fund such districts.  SB 1240 requires 
a majority of voters to approve the Public Safety District.  
If it is approved, an annual assessment of no greater 
than five (5) mills will be assessed on the property in the 
district within municipal boundaries.   
 
The proceeds of which can be spent on operation and 
maintenance of the district, including expenses related to 
purchasing and maintaining public safety equipment, 
payment of salaries and benefits of city employees who 
provide law enforcement and/or fire protection public 
safety services within the district, and municipal 
expenses related to housing prisoners. 
 
It does not compete with rural fire districts for 
assessments and it does not impose the City’s power 
over another jurisdiction. It does not take money away 
from entities receiving ad valorem revenue.  

The bill must now be heard in the full House A&B 
Committee.  (OML SUPPORTS) 
 
DUI BILL MOVES OUT OF SENATE PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Today, the Senate Public Safety Committee passed HB 
3146 by Rep. Mike Sanders (R-Kingfisher) and Sen. 
Greg Treat (R-OKC) creating the Impaired Driving 
Elimination Act (IDEA) impacting municipal courts not of 
record.  It preempts municipal ordinances relating to DUI 
or operating a motor vehicle while impaired.  The 
preemption will not apply to municipal criminal courts of 
record for these offenses.  A new $15 fee is assessed 
for the Oklahoma Impaired Driver Database Revolving 
Fund via amendments to 11 O.S. Section 14-111 and 28 
O.S. Section 153.  In addition, 28 O.S. Section 153.1 is 
amended to decrease from one-half to 25% the costs 
paid in these cases to municipalities with 25% also paid 
to the DA’s Council.  New law is created to require 
municipal law enforcement officers who make an arrest 
to enter an impaired driver arrest report into the impaired 
driver database. 
 
The bill is double-assigned and must now be heard by 
the full Senate Appropriations and Budget Committee. 

 
BILLS MOVE TO GOVERNOR’S DESK 

 
Bidding/Public Trusts: SB 154 by Sen. David (R-
Porter) and Rep. Mulready (R-Tulsa) amends 60 O.S. 
Section 176 by increasing the bidding requirement for an 
emergency from $50,000 to $75,000.  The bill passed 
the House on Wednesday by a vote of 82-6.  However, 
the emergency clause failed by a vote of 50-39.  (OML 
SUPPORTS) 
 
Board of Adjustments: SB 1341 by Sen. Greg Treat 
(R-OKC) amends 11 O.S. Section 44-110 impacting 
appeals from the board of adjustments and the 
automatic stay in subsection E of a board’s decision.  It 
provides details.  The bill and the emergency clause 
passed by a vote of 89-0. 

 
BILLS ON THE MOVE 

 
Adjutant General/Fee Waiver: SB 949 by Sen. Frank 
Simpson (R-Ardmore) and Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-
Durant) authorizes the adjutant general to waive fees for 
the use of facilities by a charitable organization when 
use is in support of civil authorities for joint training, 
natural disasters or other declared emergencies.  The 
bill contains details and definitions. The bill passed full 
House A&B Committee. It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB3126%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB1240%20SUBPCS1%20WELDON%20WATSON-AMM.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB3146%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB3146%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB154%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB1341%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/HCSS/SB949%20SUBREC.PDF
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Administrative Procedures Act:  SB 1236 by Sen. Kay 
Floyd (D-OKC) and Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee) 
modifies definitions used in the Administrative 
Procedures Act. The bill states transmission of a rule for 
legislative review on or before April 1 of each year will 
result in the approval of such rule by the Legislature if 
the Legislature is in regular session and has failed to 
disapprove such rule before the last day of session after 
such rule has been submitted, unless the rule pertains to 
a fee increase. The bill prohibits any agency from 
enacting any rule unless approved by the legislature. 
The bill allows the Office of the Secretary of State to 
promulgate emergency rules to establish separate filing 
deadlines and review periods for finally adopted rules 
and to carry out the provisions of the act. The bill passed 
the House Administrative Rules Committee with the title 
restored on Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Emergency Response Systems Development Act: 
Committee Substitute for HB 2742 by Rep. Doug Cox 
(R-Grove) and Sen. Rob Standridge (R-Norman) 
amends various definitions of the Oklahoma Emergency 
Response Systems Development Act including 
"ambulance service", "council", "licensed EMT", 
"stretcher aid van and adds definitions for community 
paramedic" and "community paramedic services". It also 
amends 63 O.S. Section 1-2504 allowing any hospital or 
health care facility operating within the state to utilize 
emergency medical technician, intermediate emergency 
medical technician, advanced emergency medical 
technician, or paramedic, community paramedic or 
critical care paramedic personal for the delivery of 
emergency medical patient care within the hospital or 
health care facility who reside in this state and the 
delivery of emergency care on-scene patient care and 
stabilization. There are also amendments to 63 O.S. 1-
2505. The bill passed the Senate Health and Human 
Services Committee on Monday. It now awaits a hearing 
on the Senate floor. 
 
Improvement Districts/Marketing: SB 1206 by Sen. 
Eddie Fields (R-Wynona) and Rep. Gary Banz (R-
Midwest City) amends improvement districts in 11 O.S. 
Section 39-103.1.  A district may be comprised of a 
designated geographical area within the municipality and 
limited to only those properties within such geographical 
area on which a hotel or motel having 50 or more rooms 
available for occupancy is located, if the sole purpose of 
the district is to provide marketing services for private or 
public events reasonably calculated to increase 
occupancy and room rates for such properties as a 
class. The bill passed the House Tourism and 
International Relations on Monday.  Both the title and 
enacting clause were stricken in committee.  It now 
awaits a hearing on the House floor. 

Law Enforcement/Child Abuse Reporting: HB 2965 
by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-OKC) and Sen. A.J. Griffin (R-
Guthrie) amends 10A O.S. Section 1-2-101 regarding 
the duty to report child abuse or neglect to the 
Department of Human Services.  The bill prohibits a 
“governing body or entity” from interfering with the 
reporting obligations of any employee or in any manner 
discriminate or retaliate against the employee or other 
person who in good faith reports suspected child abuse 
or neglect.  Penalties for violation of this prohibition 
include damages, costs and attorney fees plus a child 
who is harmed by the discharge, discrimination or 
retaliation may file an action to recover damages, costs 
and attorney fees. The bill passed the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
Senate floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Drug Court Fee: HB 3119 by Rep. 
Scott Martin (R-Norman) and Sen. Wayne Shaw (R-
Gove) allows a judge to waive all or part of the costs and 
fees of an offender who has successfully completed the 
drug court program. The bill mandates the drug court 
judge to have full discretion relating to continued 
payment of the costs and fees by the offender, which 
could create a financial hardship. This bill passed the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Public Safety 
and Judiciary Committee. The bill awaits a hearing by 
the full Senate Appropriations Committee. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms: SB 735 by Sen. Kim 
David (R-Porter) and Rep. David Derby (R-Owasso) 
expands those eligible to carry a concealed or 
unconcealed handgun to those on active duty, reserve 
duty or National Guard duty. The bill passed the House 
Public Safety Committee on Monday.  It now awaits a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms: SB 1185 by Sen. Kim 
David (R-Porter) and Rep. David Derby (R-Owasso) 
modifies the reciprocal agreement authority in 21 O.S. 
Section 1290.26 by removing from current law the 
phrase “from detection and view”.  The bill passed the 
House Public Safety Committee on Monday.  It now 
awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms: SB 1057 by Sen. Jack Fry 
(R-Midwest City) and Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) allows 
cities to prohibit guns at events if it is on 
property/building owned or controlled by city, county, 
state and federal government, a public property sports 
field or sporting event where an elementary or 
secondary school, collegiate or professional event is 
played or an International Olympic Committee, 
fairgrounds during the Oklahoma and Tulsa State Fair 
and if there is a contract for the event. The bill was 
amended on the Senate floor regarding parking lots; the 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1236%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2742%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1206%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2965%20SFLR.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb3119&Session=1600
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB735%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1185%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1057%20HFLR.PDF


 4 

language provides there will be no exclusions for 
particular sporting events. It will allow individuals to take 
their firearms back to their cars in the parking lot if they 
happen to bring it to an event where weapons are 
prohibited.  The bill passed the House today by a vote of 
85-2. (OML SUPPORTS) 
 
Law Enforcement/Land Mobile Radio Public Safety 
Interoperability Cooperative: SB 1112 by Sen. Gary 
Stanislawski (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Scott Biggs (R-
Chickasha) establishes the Land Mobile Radio Public 
Safety Interoperability Cooperative. The bill requires the 
Cooperative to be governed by a committee consisting 
of the Secretary of Finance or designee, Secretary of 
Transportation or designee and the Secretary of the 
Safety and Security Cabinet or designee. The bill 
establishes the Cooperative to focus on unifying, 
stabilizing and enhancing the infrastructure and 
capabilities for land mobile radio public safety system 
communication. The bill passed the House Public Safety 
Committee on Monday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor.  
 
Law Enforcement/Pawnbrokers: SB 1017 by Sen. Ron 
Sharp (R-Shawnee) and Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-
Tecumseh) amends 59 O.S. Section 1515. Any 
pawnbroker shall make available a copy or report within 
two (2) days of any buy "or pawn" transaction to the local 
law enforcement agency. Current law requires the copy 
or report within three (3) days. The bill passed the House 
Business, Labor and Retirement Laws Committee on 
Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
(OML SUPPORTS) 
 
Law Enforcement/Sex Crimes: HB 2425 by Rep. Sally 
Kern (R-OKC) and Sen. A.J. Griffin (R-Guthrie) amends 
the Sex Offenders Registration Act relating to child 
prostitution. The bill increases the age for persons 
considered a child prostitute from anyone less than 16 
years of age to anyone less than 18 years of age. The 
bill passed Senate Judiciary Committee with the title 
stricken on Tuesday.  It must now be heard by the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. 
 
Law Enforcement/Scrap Metal Dealers: HB 2624 by 
Rep. Leslie Osborn (R-Mustang) and Sen. Justice (R-
Chickasha) removes the alternative requirement that a 
person selling a vehicle to a scrap metal dealer present 
a verified bill of sale from the owner of the vehicle or 
other proof of ownership and replaces it with the 
requirement that they present a certificate of ownership 
form, as approved by the Oklahoma Tax Commission 
and available at the Oklahoma Tax Commission or 
through a motor license agent. The bill passed the 
Senate Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 

on Monday.  It now awaits a hearing on the Senate 
Floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Scrap Metal Dealers:  SB 1125 by 
Sen. Ron Justice (R-Chickasha) removes the ability of a 
scrap metal dealer to accept a verified bill of sale from 
the owner of a vehicle as proof of ownership. The 
measure requires that the title of the vehicle or a 
certificate of ownership form, available from the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission or motor license agent be 
provided.  The bill passed the House A&B Revenue and 
Taxation Subcommittee.  It must now be heard by the 
full House A&B Committee. 
 
Law Enforcement/Scrap Metal Dealers: SB 1270 by 
Sen. Brian Crain (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Pam Peterson (R-
Tulsa) that creates the Scrap Metal Purchases 
Database. This will allow a statewide database to be 
developed to curb the theft of scrap metal. The bill 
passed the House County and Municipal Government 
Committee. It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
(OML SUPPORTS) 
 
Law Enforcement/Weapons: SB 1159 by Sen. Nathan 
Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. John Paul Jordan (R-
Yukon) removes “dagger, bowie knife, dirk knife and 
sword cane” from the unlawful carry statute at 21 O.S. 
Section 1272. The bill passed the House Public Safety 
Committee on Monday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 

Medical Facilities/Nursing Homes: SB 1149 by Sen. 
A.J. Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) 
amends 63 O.S. Section 3250.3 impacting the 
Oklahoma Community Hospitals Public Trust Authorities 
Act.  The bill permits a municipal governing body to 
engage in transactions to manage, lease or operate a 
medical facility outside the municipal limits. The bill 
allows any trust created pursuant to the measure to 
participate in activities outside of the geographic 
boundaries of its beneficiary if the activity provides a 
benefit to a large class of the public within the 
beneficiary’s geographic area or lessens burdens of 
government. The title was restored and the bill passed 
the House County and Municipal Government 
Committee. It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 

Municipal Court/Drug Courts: HB 2937 by Rep. Mark 
McCullough (R-Sapulpa) and Sen. Kim David (R-Porter)  
amends the Oklahoma Drug Court Act by authorizing a 
pilot program to provide medication - assisted treatment 
to persons who are participating in a drug court program 
and have dependence on either alcohol or opioids. This 
bill contains definitions and details. The bill passed the 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1112%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1017%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2425%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB2624%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1125%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1270%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1159%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1149%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB2937%20ENGR.PDF
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Senate Health and Human Services Committee on 
Monday.  It now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Open Records: HB 2281 by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-
Guthrie) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) 
amends the Open Records Act.  If any public body which 
makes requested records available on the Internet the 
public body shall meet the obligation of providing 
prompt, reasonable access to its records as required by 
51 O.S. Section 24A.5(5).  The bill passed the Senate 
General Government Committee on Monday.  It now 
awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Open Records/Social Security Numbers: HB 2510 by 
Rep. Lisa Billy (R-Purcell) and Sen. Susan Paddack (D-
Ada) amends the Open Records Act 51 O.S. Section 
24A.5. It provides that all social security numbers 
included in a record "may" be confidential regardless of 
the person's status as a public employee or private 
individual and "may" be redacted or deleted prior to 
release of the record by the public body. The bill passed 
the Senate Judiciary Committee with the title stricken.  It 
now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Pensions/Firefighters: SB 1021 by Sen. Don 
Barrington (R-Lawton) and Rep. Kevin Wallace (R-
Wellston) amends 11 O.S. Section 49-103 by changing 
the termination date for local firefighter pension and 
retirement boards.  Current law’s December 31, 2000 is 
changed to December 31, 2016. The bill passed the 
House Business, Labor and Retirement Laws Committee 
on Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
 
Pensions/Firefighters: SB 1022 by Sen. Don 
Barrington (R-Lawton) and Rep. Kevin Wallace (R-
Wellston) clarifies language related to the transfer of 
Roth and non-Roth funds in the Oklahoma Firefighters 
Pension and Retirement System. The bill passed the 
House Business, Labor and Retirement Laws Committee 
on Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 

 
Pension/OPERS: HB 2264 by Rep. Randy McDaniel 
(R-Edmond) and Sen. Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) 
amends the employee contribution provision of the 
Oklahoma Public Employee Retirement System by 
modifying the time period of employee contribution rate 
selections in the Retirement Freedom Act from once per 
year to once per month for any contribution that is more 
than the 4.5 percent rate. The bill passed the Senate 
Pension Committee with the title stricken.  It now awaits 
a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Pension/Police IRA: HB 2273 by Rep. Randy McDaniel 
(R-Edmond) and Sen. Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) 
amends the Police Pension System’s definition of “final 
average salary” and “paid base salary”. The bill passed 

the Senate Pension Committee with the title stricken.  It 
now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Pension/State Commission: HB 2258 by Rep. Randy 
McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. Jason Smalley (R-
Stroud) amends the duty of the Oklahoma State Pension 
Commission in a number of ways including reporting on 
changes to investment policy and securities lending 
program and short-term investment funds. The bill 
passed the Senate Pension Committee with the title 
stricken.  It now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Public Finance/City Manager: SB 1102  by Sen. 
Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. Bobby 
Cleveland (R-Slaughterville) amends 11 O.S. Section 8-
116 impacting a municipality with a population of less 
than 5,000 who employs a part-time city manager or a 
part-time city planner.  The financial assistance via the 
Department of Commerce in current law is removed. The 
bill passed the House County and Municipal 
Government Committee. It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Rural Hospitals: SB 1336 by Sen. Brian Crain (R-
Tulsa) and Rep. Casey Murdock (R-Felt) permits a 
hospital or two or more hospitals located within a county 
or adjacent counties, and a municipality, to jointly create 
a public trust and subsidiary districts for the purposes of 
submitting to voters of each such county the question of 
whether to impose a tax for the financial support of 
hospitals within each district. The bill requires the 
boundaries of a hospital trust be coextensive with the 
boundaries of a county or a group of member counties. 
The bill requires the county or counties and municipality, 
in which a hospital trust is established, to approve and 
be the beneficiary of the public trust according to statute. 
The bill establishes minimum requirements for the 
instrument creating the hospital trust. The bill was 
amended to include a medical facility owned or operated 
by a city or county that provides medical diagnosis or 
treatment to area citizens through a medical care clinic, 
laboratory radiology services or nursing home services” 
The bill passed the full House A&B Committee with the 
title restored.  It now awaits a hearing on the House 
floor. (OML SUPPORTS) 
 
Water/Oil & Gas: SB 1122 by Sen. A.J. Griffin (R-
Guthrie) and Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) amends 52 
O.S. Section 86.2 regarding the term “waste” as applied 
to various oil and gas activity. The bill requires the 
Corporation Commission to work in conjunction with the 
Secretary of Energy and Environment, the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board and the Department of 
Environmental Quality in encouraging the industrial use 
of water produced in oil and natural gas operations. The 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2281%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2510%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1021%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1022%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2264%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2273%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB2258%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1102%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1336%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1122%20HFLR.PDF


 6 

bill passed the House Environmental Law Committee on 
Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
 
Water/Oil and Gas: SB 1414 by Sen. Bryce Marlatt (R-
Woodward) and Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) creates the 
Oil and Gas Water Recycling and Reuse Act impacting 
waste containing salt or other mineralized substances, 
brine, hydraulic fracturing fluid, flowback water, 
produced water or other fluid that arises out of or is 
incidental to the drilling and production of oil or gas.  The 
bill determines the ownership of treated waste. The bill 
passed the House Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee on Tuesday.  The title was restored.  It now 
awaits a hearing on the House floor. 
 

NEXT WEEK AT THE CAPITOL 
 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 
House Environmental Law Committee 

10:30 a.m. in 432A 
 
Oklahoma Clean Air Act: SB 1291 by Sen. John 
Sparks (D-Norman) and Rep. Scott Inman (D-Del City) 
amends 27A O.S. Section 2-5-105 by adding tribal 
governments to entities DEQ can advise and encourage 
voluntary cooperation with the purity of air. Also, in 
preparing any response to the federal government 
pertaining to the federal Clean Air Act, DEQ shall seek 
and include any response submitted by any of 
Oklahoma's federally recognized tribal governments. 
 
Water/Aquifer/Beneficial Use: SB 1219 by Sen. Eddie 
Fields (R-Wynona) and Rep. Leslie Osborn (R-Mustang)  
requires the storage and recovery of water from an 
aquifer, pursuant to a site-specific aquifer storage and 
recovery plan approved by the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board be considered a beneficial use and not 
waste. OWRB has rule making authority. 

 
House County & Municipal Government Committee 

3:00 p.m. in 512A 
 

Fire Departments/Equipment: SB 1493 by Rep. Jason 
Smalley (R-Stroud) and Rep. Scooter Park (R-Devol) 
authorizes a municipality to enter into agreements for 
used equipment that has been tested and certified as 
safe with a volunteer fire department and shall not be 
liable for any damage caused by the use of such 
equipment by the volunteer fire department. 
 
Public Trust/Indebtedness: SB 1011 by Sen. Ron 
Justice (R-Chickasha) 60 O.S. Sections 176. A 
municipality with a governing body consisting of fewer 
than 7 members shall be required to approve the 
creation of an indebtedness or obligation by a three-fifths 
(3/5) vote of the governing body. 

Water/Delinquent Account: SB 1029 by Sen. David 
Holt (R-OKC) and Rep. Elise Hall (R-OKC) creates new 
law regarding termination for a delinquent account where 
water service is provided to real property by one public 
entity but that property receives sewer or waste water 
service from another public entity. Under conditions in 
the bill, the governing body providing sewer or 
wastewater service may request the public entity 
providing water service to terminate water service.   
 
Law Enforcement/Sanctuary Cities: SB 1462 by Sen. 
Ralph Shortey (R-OKC) and Rep. Mike Christian (R-
OKC) prohibits municipalities and counties from enacting 
or adopting any immigration sanctuary policy. If any 
municipality or political subdivision enacts or adopts a 
sanctuary policy they will be ineligible for any moneys 
provided through grants administered by any state 
agency or department until the sanctuary policy is 
repealed or is no longer in effect. It requires the Attorney 
General to issue an opinion stating whether a 
government entity, municipality or political subdivision 
has current policies in contravention of the act that upon 
receiving a complaint regarding the enactment of a 
sanctuary policy by a specific government entity. The bill 
has yet to be assigned to committee. (OML OPPOSES) 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB1414%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1291%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1219%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1493%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1011%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1029%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1462%20ENGR.PDF

