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E-FAIRNESS ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE FINISH LINE 

 
HB 2531 by Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid) and Sen. John Ford (R-Bartlesville) will be heard 
next week on the House floor.  Rep. Caldwell plans to move the acceptance of Senate 
amendments early next week.  This bill is one step away from Governor Fallin’s desk. We 
need your help to make sure that it makes it.   
 
The vote in the House in March was very close.  After holding the vote open for 45 minutes 
it passed by a vote of 51-39 before heading to the Senate where it passed by a vote of 31-
12.  The Senate amended the bill and removed any objectionable language.  It expands the 
definition of “nexus”. It allows online retailers to voluntarily enter into a contract by May 1, 
2017 to start collecting and remitting the sales and use tax.  It requires notification to the 
individual that purchased items online that they are to report their use tax on their income 
tax.  Currently, there are 1200 online retailers that voluntarily collect the sales tax.  Two 
hundred of the 500 largest online retailers already collect the tax.   
 
As Internet shopping grows more popular, online retailers are competing shoulder-to 
shoulder with Main Street businesses. Oklahoma municipalities have struggled with the 
impact of online sales on city revenue and the ability to fund necessary municipal services 
for many years.  Based on numbers from the Oklahoma Tax Commission for FY-2015, 
$148.2 million is the total loss from all remote sources to state, municipal and county 
governments. 
 
Help us to push HB 2531 across the finish line.  Please contact your Representative and 
ask them to vote “YES” on HB 2531.  Attached is a list of the last vote in the House.   If 
your legislator voted yes, please thank them and ask them to do it again.  If your legislator 
voted NO or was excused, please ask them to support the measure.  Keep us posted on 
what your Representative says.  Let’s make E-fairness law in Oklahoma. 
 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE VOTING BEGUN ON GUN BILLS 
 

HJR 1009 Rep. Dan Fisher (R-El Reno) and Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) is a proposed 
amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution which would allow citizens to open or concealed 
carry weapons with or without a license, and could nullify the rights of businesses, schools, 
or event hosts to prevent weapons from being carried into their facilities. OML supports the 
2

nd
 Amendment; however, without the ability for event organizers to control security and 

gun policies at their events, Oklahoma would be at risk of losing key national events that 
mean so much for our economy.  
 
The Resolution was presented in the Conference Committee on Rules and is open for 
signatures.  If it does not receive a majority of signatures to get signed out, it will remain in 
conference.  Please call the members of the Conference Committee on Rules TODAY and 
urge them NOT to sign the conference committee report on HJR 1009.  

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB2531%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf/2015-16%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/votes/House/HB2531_VOTES.HTM#RCS1223
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HJR1009%20SAHJR%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://www.okhouse.gov/CommitteeCalendar/SignCCR.aspx?Measure=HJR1009&CCR=1&Version=A&CommitteeID=299
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HB 3098 by Rep. Jeff Coody (R-Grandfield) and Sen. 
Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) will allow constitutional 
open carry in the state of Oklahoma for a legal resident 
21 years or older who is not a convicted felon and not 
involved in a crime. The bill will allow an individual to 
openly carry without a handgun license. It allows an 
individual to carry a firearm without being disarmed or 
restrained in the absence of reasonable suspicion of 
criminal activity. The bill also allows any person 21 years 
and older, except a convicted felon, to transport loaded 
pistols or handguns in a motor vehicle. The bill was 
amended to make it unlawful to fail or refuse to identify if 
one is in possession of a firearm when they come into 
contact with a law enforcement officer and sets a $100 
penalty for failing to do so.   
 
The bill was assigned to the House Conference 
Committee on Public Safety. HJR 1009 was presented 
and opened for signatures yesterday.  It received a 
majority of signatures in the House committee.  It must 
now receive a majority of the Senate conferees before 
the bill can be heard on the House floor.  Senate 
conferees are as follows:  Senators Dahm, Justice, 
Sykes, Jolley, Griffin, Sparks, Floyd.  Please contact 
them and ask them NOT to sign the CCR. 
 

9-1-1 BILL IN CONFERENCE 
 

HB 3126 by Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-Tecumseh) and Sen. 
Jason Smalley (R-Stroud) creates the Oklahoma 9-1-1 
Management Authority Act with rule making authority 
given to the Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management.  The bill specifies the Authority’s 
organization, duties and limitations.  A monthly fee of 75 
cents is created on each wireless telephone connection 
and other communication device or service connection 
with the ability to dial 9-1-1 for emergency calls, services 
that are enabled by Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
or Internet Protocol (IP) and prepaid wireless retail 
transactions.  Funds shall be used by public agencies 
only for services, equipment and operations related to 9-
1-1 emergency telephone systems.  The definition of 
“public agency” is expanded to also include “public 
district, public trust, sub-state planning district, public 
authority or tribal authority located within this state”.  It 
repeals 63 O.S. Sections 2821, 2841, 2842, 2843, 
2843.1, 2843.2, 2844, 2847, 2851, 2852 and 2853.    
 
The bill has been assigned to the House General 
Conference Committee on Appropriations (GCCA).  
Please contact the members of GCCA and ask them to 
sign the conference committee report on HB 3126.  Also, 
contact the Senate conferees to do the same.  They are 
as follows: Senators Smalley, Fields, Floyd, Griffin, 
Mazzei, and Marlatt.   

JCAB BILLS BEGIN TO MOVE 
 
The budget bill process has begun.  Bills in the Joint 
Conference on Appropriations and Budget started 
moving yesterday.  Each one of these bills has an 
impact on trying to shore up the $1.3 billion deficit. 
These bills do not follow the normal deadlines imposed 
at the beginning of Session.  They must still go through 
the process but can be dropped at any time. 
 
Board of Corrections/Real Property: HB 1116 by Rep. 
Bobby Cleveland (R-Slaughterville) and Sen. Rob 
Standridge (R-Norman) allows the Department of 
Corrections, with permission of the Board of Corrections, 
the ability to acquire, hold, lease and dispose of real and 
personal property.   
 
It was reported in the Daily Oklahoman today that the 
state would shut down the department's 15 community 
work centers across the state which greatly impacts the 
cities and towns that they are working in.  The bill has 
been assigned to the Senate GCCA and the House 
GCCA.  Please contact members of the committees and 
share with them the impact this will have on your 
community. 
 
Sales Tax/Refund: HB 3205 by Rep. Earl Sears (R-
Bartlesville and Sen. Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) amends 
68 O.S. Section 227 by authoring a taxpayer to claim a 
refund for erroneously paid sales tax and use tax “within 
two (2) years from the date of payment”.  The OTC may 
accept an amended sales or use tax report or return as a 
verified claim for refund if they establishes a liability less 
than the original report or return previously filed. The bill 
passed the Senate JCAB today by a vote of 38-0. 
 
Sale of State Historical Property: SB 1573 by Sen. 
Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Sears (R-Bartlesville) 
authorizes the Oklahoma Historical Society to transfer 
ownership of historic properties, both real and tangible, 
to appropriate organizations or groups who agree to 
maintain the properties and who pay fair market value 
for such property.  The Society shall first offer the 
property for sale to the original donor.  If the donor 
cannot be identified, the property may be offered for sale 
to an appropriate not-for-profit organization or a federally 
recognized Indian tribe.  The bill contains requirements, 
limitations and details. The bill passed the Senate last 
week by a vote of 40-0.  It is now awaiting a hearing in 
House JCAB. 
 
Oil & Gas/Tax Exemption: SB 1577 by Pro Tempore 
Brian Bingman (R-Sapulpa) and Speaker Jeff Hickman 
(R-Fairview) amends 68 O.S. Section 1001.3a regarding 
the tax exemption for economically at-risk oil or gas 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB3098%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://www.okhouse.gov/CommitteeCalendar/SignCCR.aspx?Measure=HB3098&CCR=1&Version=A&CommitteeID=298
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB3126%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://www.ecapitol.net/committeemembers.wcs?commid=0THRY
http://www.ecapitol.net/committeemembers.wcs?commid=0VWU1
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/SCHEDULED%20CCR/House/HB1116%20CCR3%20A.PDF
http://www.ecapitol.net/committeemembers.wcs?commid=0N6WO
http://www.ecapitol.net/committeemembers.wcs?commid=0N6WO
http://www.ecapitol.net/committeemembers.wcs?commid=0N6WO
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB3205%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB1573%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1577%20INT.PDF
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leases.  It limits gross production tax exemptions to 
production from calendar year 2014.  It provides that no 
claims for refunds provided in this subsection shall be 
paid on or after December 31, 2016. This bill was 
assigned directly to the Senate floor calendar. 
 
OTC/Enforcement: SB 1579 by Sen. Clark Jolley (R-
Edmond) and Rep. Earl Sears (R-Bartlesville) directs the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission to enhance agency efforts to 
discover and reduce fraud and abuse of sales and use 
tax exemptions and the non-filing and underreporting of 
sales and use taxes due and owing. The bill requires the 
efforts include enhanced sales and use tax auditing with 
technology systems designed to identify underreporting 
of sales and use taxes and the electronic reporting of 
information of exempt sales by vendors.  
 
The bill directs the commission to increase its audit staff 
to conduct audits of individual, corporate and partnership 
income tax returns. It allows the commission to utilize its 
increased staff to audit and issue proposed assessments 
against non-filing and underreporting taxpayers detected 
through the use of enhanced technology. It also directs 
the commission to enhance agency efforts to ensure the 
proper reporting and collection of gross production 
taxes, including the use of enhanced technology to 
ensure that all production is accurately reported and the 
auditing of claims for refunds or rebates to verify the 
accuracy of the claims filed.  The bill passed both 
Senate and House JCAB this morning.  It is now 
awaiting a hearing on the Senate floor.  
 
Tax Credit/Affordable Housing Projects: SB 1580 by 
Sen. Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Earl Sears (R-
Bartlesville) limits claims for the income tax credit for 
investment in qualified affordable housing projects to $2 
million for projects placed in service before July 1, 2016; 
$1.5 million for projects placed in service on or after July 
1, 2016, and before Jan. 1, 2017; and $3 million for 
projects placed in service during any allocation year 
which begins on or after Jan. 1, 2017. The bill passed 
the Senate JCAB this morning but was laid over in the 
House JCAB meeting. 
 

BILLS SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR 
 
Law Enforcement/DNA Testing: HB 2275 by Rep. Lee 
Denney (R-Cushing) and Sen. Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) 
creates DNA testing requirements for those booked into 
a jail or detention facility for a felony.   In addition, 20 
O.S. Section 1313.2 is amended by defining “arrested” 
and by requiring fees for misdemeanor conviction for a 
number of offenses.   The bill contains details.  
Amendments are also made to the OSBI Combined DNA 
Index System in 74 O.S. Section 150.27a. The bill takes 
effect on November 1, 2016. 

Medical Facilities/Nursing Homes: SB 1149 by Sen. 
A.J. Griffin (R-Guthrie) and Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) 
amends 11 O.S. Section 30-101 regarding operations of 
medical facilities outside the municipal limits.  It 
authorizes the municipal governing body to manage, 
lease or operate a medical facility outside the municipal 
limits to provide a benefit to the community or lessen the 
burden of government that does not solely provide a 
benefit by generating administrative fees.  County 
hospitals are authorized in 19 O.S. Section 790.1 to 
undertake the management, lease or operation of any 
other medical facility or institution located outside the 
county.  Changes are also made to 60 O.S. Section 176. 
The bill goes into effect 90 days after Sine Die. 

 
BILLS ON THE MOVE 

 
Building Code/Churches:  SB 1329 by Sen. John Ford 
(R-Bartlesville) and Rep. Travis Dunlap (R-Bartlesville) 
prohibits any building code from stopping the Fire 
Marshall or state or local officials from allowing a church 
to use its property for temporary overnight-visitors for a 
number of purposes listed in the bill.  It allows for an 
annual permitting process.  The House amendments 
were rejected and the bill was sent to conference.  

Modernization of Beverage Laws: SJR 68 by Sen. 
Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Glen Mulready (R-
Tulsa) sends the issue of cold, full-strength beer and 
wine sales in grocery stores to a statewide vote in 
November.  The measure also would allow retail liquor 
stores to sell “any item that may be purchased at a 
grocery or convenience store” as long as sales of such 
items don't make up more than 20 percent of a store's 
total sales. It permits the Legislature by law to designate 
days and hours during which alcoholic beverages could 
be sold, and would impose taxes on sales. It specifies 
certain restrictions relating to the involvement of the 
state and political subdivisions and public employees. It 
would permit municipalities to levy an occupation tax. It 
permits, from the date of adoption by the voters until Oct. 
1, 2018, brewers to continue to obtain and operate up to 
two low-point beer brewery-owned branches pursuant to 
the existing low-point beer laws pertaining to the 
distribution of low-point beer by brewery-owned 
branches. The remainder of the amendment's provisions 
would take effect Oct. 1, 2018.  The bill is in the Senate 
waiting for acceptance or rejection of House 
amendments. 

SJR 68 has a trailer bill SB 383 by Sen. Stephanie Bice 
(R-OKC) and Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) which is in 
conference from last Session.  This bill is the enabling 
legislation should SJR 68 pass.  Many groups are 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1579%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB1580%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2275%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB1149%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB1329%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SJR68%20HFLR.PDF
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anxious to see what this vehicle looks like since rumor 
has it that it is 275 pages long.   
 
Transportation/Rights-of-Way: HB 2898 by Rep. Scott 
Inman (D-Del City) and Sen. Jack Fry (R-Midwest City) 
amends 69 O.S. Section 1205 regarding the policy of the 
State Highway Commission in acquisition of all right-of-
way.  The bill provides that in addition to federal aid 
funds, if available, may be used to pay for the cost of 
removing or relocating municipally owned utility 
facilities.  The state shall furnish funds necessary to 
match the federal funds. The bill was rejected on 
Tuesday and sent to conference. 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB2898%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF

