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Issue No. 01-17                 February 2, 2017 
 
Welcome to the first issue of the Oklahoma Municipal League’s 2017 weekly 
Legislative Advocate. The Advocate will inform you about what’s happening in the 
Legislature. It is intended to give a brief look at important issues facing cities and 
towns. We hope it will give municipal officials insight into the legislative process 
and the importance of speaking with a collective, united voice to obtain a positive 
influence in the Legislature. 
 
BREAKING NEWS: GOVERNOR FALLIN ANNOUNCES AGREEMENT WITH 
AMAZON AND OKLAHOMA 
 
As reported today, Governor Mary Fallin has announced that the State of 
Oklahoma has reached an agreement with Amazon to start collecting Oklahoma 
sales tax from its customers on March 1st but they won’t be remitted until May 1, 
2017.   
 
Last Session, OML worked with Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid) and Sen. John Ford 
(R-Bartlesville) to pass HB 2531 to lay the groundwork for the collection of sales 
tax on the internet.  This is great news not only for the State of Oklahoma and 
cities and towns as well.   
 

AND SO IT BEGINS . . . 
 
On February 6th, the First Session of the 56th Legislature will begin at noon with 
the Governor’s State of the State address.  This year Session begins with 44 new 
legislators and over 2,200 bills have been filed. A revenue shortfall of $868 million 
is also part of this new legislative session.  Teacher pay increases, REAL ID 
reform, and the budget are among the top issues the State will address this year.   
 
OML will once again be busy this year representing Oklahoma cities and towns at 
the State Capitol. Some of the hot topics for the upcoming session are diversifying 
revenue municipal revenue sources, attacks on local control, civil asset forfeiture, 
guns, protection of municipal sales tax, and many other issues that are driven by 
the legislators’ constituents.   
 
We are busy reading and analyzing each bill as it goes through the legislative 
process. All together, we are monitoring hundreds of bills with potential municipal 
impact. Rest assured that as important bills come up, OML will alert you through 
GRIP Alerts and give you the talking points needed to educate your legislator on 
the importance of the municipal position.  

http://www.oml.org/
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PUBLIC SAFETY DISTRICTS TOP PRIORITY 

 
HB 1374 by Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) and SB 345 
by Sen. David Holt (R-OKC) will allow local voters to 
assess up to 5 mills to fund police, fire, emergency 
medical services and the housing of prisoners.  The 
district is located within the municipal boundaries.  The 
district is managed by the municipal elected governing 
body.  It does not create another governmental entity.  
The use of funds is limited to purchase and 
maintenances of equipment and facilities, salaries and 
benefits for police, fire and jail costs.  It can also be used 
to assist schools with in-school resource officers, mental 
health transport and implementing community policing 
initiatives.  
 
SB 345 has been assigned to the Senate General 
Government Committee. 
 

BILLS ON THE MOVE 
 

Here is a snapshot of bills impacting cities and towns.   
 
Abandoned Buildings Registrations:  HB 1381 by 
Rep. Carol Bush (R-Tulsa) permits municipalities to 
require the registration of dilapidated and abandoned 
buildings after the municipality provides notice and 
hearing during the abatement process. (OML Supports) 
 
Assault on Code Enforcement Officers:  HB 1719 by 
Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Arcadia) makes it a crime if any 
individual who, without justifiable or excusable cause 
and with intent to do bodily harm, commits any assault, 
battery or assault and battery upon the person of a 
municipal code enforcement officer who is performing 
municipal code enforcement duties. Upon conviction, it is 
a felony punishable with a fine up to $1,000 and/or 
imprisonment for up to two (2) years. (OML Supports) 
 
Auditing Standards: SB 354 by Sen. David Holt (R-
OKC) modifies language related to auditing standards 
for municipalities. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
General Government Committee. (OML Supports) 
 
Auditing Standards: SB 358 by Sen. David Holt (R-
OKC) modifies language related to auditing standards 
for public trusts. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
General Government Committee. (OML Supports) 
 
Real Property Registration/Repeal Municipal 
Prohibition:  HB 1262 by Rep. Forrest Bennett (D-OKC) 
repeals the language that prohibits municipalities form 
requiring registration of real property.  (OML Supports) 
 

DEQ/EPA Standards:  SB 446 by Sen. Julie Daniels (R-
Bartlesville) prohibits the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) from establishing rules regarding 
wastewater that are more stringent than the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Bill has been 
assigned to the Senate Energy Committee. 
 
DEQ/Laboratory:  SB 447 by Sen. Julie Daniels (R-
Bartlesville) requires the Department of Environmental 
Quality to cease the operations of the state laboratory.  
Bill has been assigned to the Senate Energy Committee. 
 
DEQ/EPA Standards:  SB 448 by Sen. Julie Daniels (R-
Bartlesville) prohibits the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) from establishing rules regarding water 
that are more stringent than the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate Energy Committee.  
 
DEQ/EPA Standards:  HB 1355 by Rep. Casey 
Murdock (R-Felt) prohibits the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) from establishing rules 
more stringent than the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
 
FPAA/Appeals:  SB 107 by Sen. Julie Daniels (R-
Bartlesville) amends the Fire and Police Arbitration Act 
at 51 O.S. Section 51-101 regarding employee 
termination.  In arbitration cases where the municipality 
seeks the termination of the employee, either side shall 
have the right to appeal to the district court for a trial de 
novo. Bill has been assigned to the Senate General 
Government Committee. 
 
Firefighters and Police: SB 436 by Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) amends Title 11 O.S. 2011, Section 
51-1022 by modifying the employment definition of 
“firefighter and police”. Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate General Government Committee. 
 
Municipal Court/Jails: SB 340 by Sen. David Holt (R-
OKC) amends 11 O.S. Section 28-124 regarding time in 
jail for a person convicted in a municipal court of record.  
If the person is financially able but refuses or neglects to 
pay the fine and costs, current law reads it is one day for 
each $25 of fine and costs assessed or one day for each 
$50 if the person performs useful labor.  The bill adds “at 
a minimum”.  If the defendant is without means to pay 
the fine or costs, and no undue hardship would result, 
the municipal judge may direct the defendant to perform 
community service at a rate of not less than the current 
federal minimum wage. Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate General Government Committee. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1374%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB345%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1381%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1719%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB354%20INT.PDF
file:///C:/Users/sarah/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NVVTTKLC/webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB358%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1262%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB446%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB447%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB448%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1355%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB107%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB436%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB340%20INT.PDF
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Municipal Court/Alternative Procedure for Collection 
of Fines:  SB 121 by Sen. Dave Rader (R-Tulsa) 
creates new law establishing an alternative procedure 
for collecting an outstanding payment of a fine and/or 
court costs for a misdemeanor or a conviction of any 
offense, if a failure to pay warrant has been issued. Bill 
has been assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 
Municipal Revenue Source:  HJR 1011 by Rep. Mark 
Lepak (R-Claremore) proposes a vote of the people on a 
constitutional amendment that will allow voters of cities 
and towns to decide a question of an additional property 
tax levy that could not exceed 10 mills and revenue to be 
used for the general operations of the cities and towns. 
(OML Supports) 
 
Municipal Roads/Population Caps:  HB 1301 by Rep. 
Mark Lepak (R-Claremore) removes the population cap 
as it relates to municipalities that have passed a sales 
tax with the proceeds earmarked for construction, 
improvement, repair or maintenance of any of the streets 
or roadways of such municipality. (OML Supports) 
 
Oil and Gas/Municipal Rights:  SB 193 by Sen. Kay 
Floyd (D-OKC) provides that nothing under law or 
regulations established by Title 52 or the Corporation 
Commission is intended to limit or restrict rights of cities 
and towns governmental corporate powers to prevent oil 
and gas drilling nor under its police powers to provide 
rules and regulations with reference to well-spacing units 
or drilling or production.  52 O.S. Supp. 2016, Section 
137.1 is repealed. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
Energy Committee. 
 
Oil and Gas/Permitting Authority:  SB 287 by Sen. AJ 
Griffin (R-Guthrie) requires the Corporation Commission 
and DEQ to obtain authorization from the EPA to 
administer, within their respective jurisdictions, any 
program regulating oil and gas discharges into the 
waters of this state.  For purposes of the federal Clean 
Water Act, any facility or activity subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Corporation Commission and any other 
oil and gas extraction facility or activity requiring a permit 
for discharge of a pollutant or storm water to waters of 
the U.S. shall be subject to the direct jurisdiction and 
permitting authority of the Oklahoma agency having 
received delegation of this program from the EPA. Bill 
has been assigned to the Senate Energy Committee. 
 
Public and Private Facilities and Infrastructure Act:  
SB 430 by Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) creates 
the Oklahoma Public and Private Facilities and 
Infrastructure Act.  It requires the contracting entity to 
obtain approval for a qualified project from the 
responsible governmental entity.  It creates requirements 
for submitting the application and proposal for approval.  

It requires the governmental entities to create and 
establish guidelines for acceptable projects.  The bill 
requires notice to affected jurisdictions and specifies the 
duties of the contracting person.  The bill provides for 
funding sources for qualifying projects and procedures 
concerning affected facility owners. Bill has been 
assigned to the Senate General Government 
Committee. 
 
REAL ID Reform:  HB 1845 by Rep. Leslie Osborn (R-
Mustang) establishes Real ID compliant driver licenses 
and eliminates the prohibition on the Real ID Act 
implementation and compliance. It creates the Public 
Safety Enhancement Fund. It identifies revenue sources. 
It provides for appropriation authority and the purpose of 
such appropriations. (OML Supports) 
 
Revenue Task Force:  HB 1856 by Rep. Leslie Osborn 
(R-Mustang) creates the Task Force for the Study of the  
Oklahoma Tax Code. The purpose of the Task Force 
shall be to conduct a comprehensive study of the 
Oklahoma Tax Code to include but not limited to:  1) a 
review of all potential sustainable revenue streams 
which could be made available to different levels of 
government; and 2) a review of all and potential 
sustainable budget cuts which could be implemented by 
the different levels of government; and 3) such other 
matters related to tax as the Task Force deems relevant. 
Out of the 16 members serving on the Task Force, 6 of 
those will be representatives from municipalities. (OML 
Supports) 
 
Sales Tax on Services:  SB 331 by Sen. David Holt (R-
OKC) adds sales tax on maintenance or repair charges 
when such charges are related to taxable tangible 
property. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee.  (OML Supports) 
 
Use Tax Collection:  SB 337 by Sen. David Holt (R-
OKC) requires out-of-state vendors making sales of 
tangible personal property for use in this state that does 
not collect use tax to file an annual statement with the 
Tax Commission.  The statement for each purchaser 
must show the total amount paid for Oklahoma 
purchases during the preceding calendar year.  Retailers 
or vendors that do not collect use tax that make 
Oklahoma sales of more than $100,000 in a year, may 
be required by OTC to electronically file the annual 
statement.  Failure to file shall subject the retailer or 
vendor to a penalty of $10 for each purchaser unless 
they show reasonable cause of such failure. Bill has 
been assigned to the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
(OML Supports)  
 
Code Enforcement/No Jail for Paint Act:  HB 1691 by 
Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) prohibits municipalities from 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB121%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hres/HJR1011%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1301%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB193%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB287%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB430%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1845%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1856%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB331%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB337%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1691%20INT.PDF
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adopting any ordinance creating a criminal offense or 
imposing a criminal fine or penalty for failure of a 
property owner to maintain or clean the structure or 
exterior of property. (OML Opposes) 
 
Open Meeting Act/Public Comments:  HB 2244 by 
Rep. Bobby Cleveland (R-Slaughterville) requires a 
minimum mandatory time set aside for questions at each 
meeting that is open to the public.  The individuals shall 
receive a minimum of three to five minutes per agenda 
item with time for a reasonable response regarding each 
item on the agenda.  This does not apply to issues 
discussed in executive session. (OML Opposes) 
 
Economic Activity Prohibition:  SB 259 by Sen. 
Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) prohibits any municipal 
or county government that regulates and licenses a 
particular economic industry from economically engaging 
in the industry. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
General Government Committee.  (OML Opposes)  
 
Drug Possession Database/Municipal Preemption:  
HB 1122 by Rep. Scott Biggs (R-Chickasha) creates the 
Oklahoma Drug Possession Database Revolving Fund.  
It creates a new fee that is the sum of Ten Dollars 
($10.00) to be assessed in every misdemeanor case for 
each offense of possession of a controlled dangerous 
substance and credited to the Oklahoma Drug 
Possession Database Revolving Fund.  The bill 
preempts municipalities and political subdivisions from 
the entire field of legislation in this state touching in any 
way the prosecution of offenses relating to the 
possession of controlled dangerous substances, except 
marijuana, to the complete exclusion of any order, 
ordinance, local legislation or regulation by any 
municipality or other political subdivision of this state.  
No municipality or other political subdivision shall 
prosecute any laws or ordinances relating to the offense 
of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, 
except marijuana.  Any existing or future orders, 
ordinances, local legislation or regulations in violation of 
this section is void and unenforceable.  This does not 
impact the Municipal Courts of Record.  Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs are 
responsible for overseeing the database. 
 
Sanctuary Cities:  SB 573 by Sen. Ralph Shortey (R-
OKC) prohibits municipalities and counties from enacting 
or adopting any immigration sanctuary policy. If any 
municipality or political subdivision enacts or adopts a 
sanctuary policy they will be ineligible for any moneys 
provided through grants administered by any state 
agency or department until the sanctuary policy is 
repealed or is no longer in effect. It requires the Attorney 
General to issue an opinion stating whether a 
government entity, municipality or political subdivision 

has current policies in contravention of the act that upon 
receiving a complaint regarding the enactment of a 
sanctuary policy by a specific government entity. Bill has 
been assigned to Senate Public Safety Committee. 
(OML Opposes) 
 
Bond Advisors:  SB 7 by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-
Coalgate) creates new duties for the State Bond Advisor 
regarding the sale or placement of any lease-backed or 
lease revenue bond, note, lease or other obligation to 
construct or acquire any facility for the benefit of a local 
school district or municipality.  This includes a 
requirement that if the issuer selects an individual or firm 
other than the low bidder, written justification shall be 
provided to the State Auditor and Inspector and the 
State Bond Advisor. Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. (OML Opposes) 
 
Bond Requirements:  HB 1949 by Rep. John Paul 
Jordan (R-Yukon) requires a municipality to post thirty 
(30) days prior to the vote on a bond or other evidence 
of indebtedness at least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the area in which the voters reside.  The 
description must include a description of the projects or 
assets that will be acquired, improved or repaired with 
the proceeds from the issuance of the bond, together 
with a description of any bond approved by the  voters of 
that jurisdiction within five years preceding the date of 
the vote on the bonds to be issued and a detailed 
description of the use of the previous bond proceeds. 
Local governments are required to make the information 
accessible to the public through a website maintained by 
the entity, or if the local government does not have a 
website, then accessible through some other method 
accessible using the internet to persons who reside in 
the area. 
 
Taxpayer Transparency Act: SB 18 by Sen. Rob 
Standridge (R-Norman) amends the Taxpayer 
Transparency Act to require each state agency and 
political subdivision to “ensure every member of the 
legislature shall be provided full and complete access to 
all information relating to revenues and expenditures”.  
Access shall be provided “immediately upon request, or 
provide a written explanation and an estimate of when 
access shall be provided. Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. (OML Opposes) 
 
Firearms/Gun Control Prohibition: SB 65 by Sen. 
Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) prohibits a public officer 
or employees from using public funds to advocate for 
gun control.  Bill has been assigned to the Senate Public 
Safety Committee. Bill has been assigned to the Senate 
Public Safety Committee. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB2244%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB259%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/HB1122%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB573%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB7%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB18%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB65%20INT.PDF
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Firearms Freedom Act: SB 67 by Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) creates the Firearms Freedom Act 
stating that certain Oklahoma firearms are not subject to 
federal law.  Included in the bill is a misdemeanor for any 
public officer or employee who attempts to enforce U.S. 
law in violation of this Act. Bill has been assigned to the 
Senate Public Safety Committee. 
 
Real Estate Owner’s Rights Act: SB 104 by Sen. Dan 
Newberry (R-Tulsa) creates the Real Estate Owner’s 
Rights Act including making the Act a “matter of 
statewide concern” and effective “notwithstanding any 
provision of law or municipal ordinance to the contrary”. 
Bill has been assigned to the Senate Business, 
Commerce and Tourism.  
 

ADVOCATING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 
 
This year, several bills have been filed that will have a 
negative impact on our members, which means we need 
YOU more than ever. Here are a few tips to help you 
help us.  
 
Stay vigilant, stay informed. Let OML be your clearing 
house for legislative information and news. OML sends 
out many GRIP Alerts to our members to let you know 
when a pressing issue needs your attention. Pay 
attention to these emails, as we send them for your 
benefit. You can also read any version of any bill on the 
Legislature’s website at oklegislature.gov. 
 
Be active. If you can’t be at the Capitol, call, text, and 
email your legislators. They want to hear from you!  
 
Act swiftly. Often times, bills heard in committee or on 
the floor can come and go very quickly. This means that 
you have a small window to communicate with your 
legislators. Same day action is paramount.  
 
Send us your comments. Is a particular issue or bill 
important to your community? Tell us about it.  We also 
frequently send out bills and ask for comments from you 
for guidance. These comments remain completely in-
house, so don’t be afraid to speak up. Your words are 
safe with us!  
 
Build a coalition. Never has the phrase “strength in 
numbers” been more relevant. Discuss these issues with 
community leaders and surrounding municipalities. 
Collaboration is invaluable in the legislative process.  
 
Build a relationship with your legislators. Legislators 
appreciate hearing from their constituents back home. 
They’re also usually happy to give their phone numbers 
and email addresses out to remain in contact with you.  
 

Say THANK YOU! This one is a no brainer. Never 
underestimate the power of saying thank you.  

 
FUTURE ISSUES 

 
Look for the Legislative Advocate to highlight bills that 
exemplify the ways in which municipalities are squeezed 
dry. We will also highlight some positive developments 
from the Capitol including bills that we are lobbying on 
behalf of individual members.  
 
Cities and towns either win or lose together at the State 
Capitol since it takes a majority of legislators from all 
over the state—whether urban or rural, democrat or 
republican—to carry the day. The number-one ingredient 
for success at the legislature and state agencies is a 
united collective municipal voice. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB67%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB104%20INT.PDF
http://oklegislature.gov/

