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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT DAY IMPACTS OUTCOME OF PRIORITY BILLS 

 
On Tuesday, March 21

st
, local leaders came to the capitol for Municipal 

Government Day.  They were given the task to advocate for the passage of HB 
1374 by Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) and Sen. David Holt (R-OKC) and 
against HB 1691 by Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-
Broken Arrow).  Those efforts impacted successful outcomes for the bills. 
 
HB 1374 passed by a vote of 54-35.  This will allow a city or town to create a 
Public Safety Protection District.  HB 1374 provides an option for municipalities to 
seek an alternative revenue source for our vital service of public safety.   
 
The bill is permissive and does not mandate that the districts be created.  It 
requires a majority of voters to approve the Public Safety District.  If it is approved, 
an annual assessment of no greater than five (5) mills will be assessed on the 
property in the district within municipal boundaries.  The assessment does not 
apply to real property zoned for agriculture or industrial land use and personal 
property owned by for-profit business entities.  
 
The proceeds of which can be spent on operation and maintenance of the district, 
including expenses related to purchasing and maintaining public safety 
equipment, payment of salaries and benefits of city employees who provide law 
enforcement and/or fire protection public safety services within the district, and 
municipal expenses related to housing prisoners. 
 
A late amendment was filed just 10 minutes before HB 1691 was heard on the 
House floor on Wednesday.  Rep. Calvey handed the amendment to Missy Dean, 
Director of Government Relations, and told her that he was going to strike the title 
and strip all of the language out of the bill regarding the “No Jail for Paint Act” and 
the bill would just pertain to liens.  The bill passed without the title by a vote of 62-
28.   
 
Both bills now move to the Senate and are awaiting a committee assignment. 
 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1374%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1374%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1691%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf/2017-18%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/votes/House/HB1374_VOTES.HTM
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf/2017-18%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/votes/House/HB1691_VOTES.HTM
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf/2017-18%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/votes/House/HB1691_VOTES.HTM
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LOCAL PREEMPTION BILL FAILS THE OTHER ONE 
PULLED FROM SENATE AGENDA 

 
This morning after an hour of questions and debate SB 
694 by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-Coalgate) failed on the 
Senate floor by a vote of 18-25.  This bill would have 
preempted municipalities, counties and political 
subdivisions on the matter of statewide concern, where 
the state has passed a general statute regulating 
discrimination in employment or accommodations, a 
municipality, including those governed by charter, shall 
restrict its jurisdiction and passage of its ordinances, 
resolution, rules and regulations to and in conformity with 
the state statute on the same subject, unless the 
municipality is otherwise expressly authorized by statute.  
In addition, unless expressly authorized by state statue, a 
municipality may not implement an ordinance, resolution, 
rule or regulation that conflicts with, expands or is more 
stringent than a state statute relating to discrimination in 
employment of accommodations, “regardless of when the 
statute takes effect”.  Similar language is also applied to 
the counties and political subdivisions.   
 
Brecheen held the bill over on a “Motion to Reconsider” 
so he could lay it over and have it for next year.  He then 
immediately brought it back up but the motion failed by a 
vote of 15-28.  
 
A special thank you to the Senators who asked questions 
and debated the bill supporting local control. Those 
Senators are David Holt (R-OKC), Kevin Matthews (D-
Tulsa), Greg McCortney (R-Ada), Kay Floyd (D-OKC), 
and Lonnie Paxton (R-Tuttle).   
 
SB 197 by Sen. Joseph Silk (R-Broken Bow) creating the 
Oklahoma Right of Conscience Act granting rights to a 
natural person, privately-held business or church or 
recognized religious organization and prohibiting actions 
by governmental entities was on the agenda but was 
pulled shortly after SB 694 failed.   
 

BILLS ON THE MOVE 
 

BOND ADVISOR/STATE TREASURER: HB 1583 by 
Rep. Chad Caldwell (R-Enid) and Sen.  Kyle Loveless (R-
OKC) creates 74 O.S. Section 373 consolidating the 
State Bond Advisor into the Office of State Treasurer.  
The bill amends 82 O.S. Section 695.7 authorizing the 
State Treasurer to hire the State Bond Advisor and 
removing “Local Governmental Entity”.  New law creates 
a “public finance service provider” who seeks to provide 
services to State Governmental Entities or Local 
Governmental Entities with regard to the issuance of 
bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness.  The bill 

contains a number of details including disclosures.  62 
O.S. Section 695.7a is repealed. 
 
The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the 
Senate. 
 
BUILDING CODE COMMISSION ACT/DOL: HB 1168 by 
Rep. Mark McBride (R-Moore) and Sen. James Leewright 
(R-Bristow) amends various statutes authorizing the 
Commissioner of Labor to implement and administer the 
Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission Act.  The 
Uniform Building Code Commission is created within the 
Department of Labor.  Various duties of the Commission 
are changed, training and licensing requirements are 
altered, provision is made for advisory opinions 
interpreting statewide building codes and ten percent of 
the gross permit fees collected by the state, municipalities 
or other political subdivisions shall go to the State 
General Fund.  59 O.S. Sections 1000.26 and 1000.27 
are repealed.    
 
The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the 
Senate. 
 
CONDEMNATION/FINAL OFFER: SB 290 by Sen. Dan 
Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) 
amends 66 O.S. Section 55 regarding the district court 
review of the report of commissioners.  The bill removes 
current law:  “If the party demanding such trial does not 
recover a verdict more favorable to him than the 
assessment of the commissioners, all costs in the district 
court may be taxed against him.”  It adds:  “Not later than 
thirty (30) days after a party’s written demand for jury trial, 
the condemnor may make a last offer to settle as 
provided in Section 1101.1 of Title 12”.  The awarding of 
attorney, appraisal, engineering and expert witness fees 
is also amended by adding to current law.  If the award of 
the jury exceeds the award of the court-appointed 
commissioners by at least ten percent (10%) “or the 
condemnor’s last offer, whichever is greater” fees may be 
awarded.   Attorney, appraisal and engineering fees in 27 
O.S. Section 11 is also amended by excluding 
municipalities, and adding “condemnor’s last offer to 
settle provided in Section 1101.1 of Title 12”. 
 
The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the House. 
 
DRONE/REGULATIONS:  SB 630 by Sen. Frank 
Simpson (R-Ardmore) and Rep. Pat Ownbey (R-Ardmore) 
creates comprehensive new law regulating the use of 
robotic vehicles which are unmanned capable of either 
powered locomotion on the ground or powered flight in 
the air, or both.  The bill contains definitions, privacy 
provisions impacting state agency or political subdivision 
use, trespass regulation, a penalty section, special 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/Senate/SB694%20(3-20-17)%20(BRECHEEN)%20FS%20FA1.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/Senate/SB694%20(3-20-17)%20(BRECHEEN)%20FS%20FA1.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf/2017-18%20SUPPORT%20DOCUMENTS/votes/Senate/SB694_VOTES.HTM
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/SFLR/SB197%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1583%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1168%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB290%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB630%20ENGR.PDF
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regulation of a “wildland fire” including state preemption, 
protections for law enforcement traffic accident or crime 
scenes, specific authorization robotic vehicle use by 
pipeline and utility companies and agricultural producers.  
Except for the private use of a robotic vehicle in relation 
to a wildland fire in Section F, a “political subdivision may 
establish guidelines and restrictions on the use of robotic 
vehicles within their jurisdiction’.  Civil action including 
compensatory damages and injunctive relief is authorized 
against a person, state agency or political subdivision that 
violates this act.   
 
The bill passed on Tuesday by a vote 44-0 with the title 
stricken. 

 
FIREARMS/LAWSUITS: HB 2322 by Rep. Jeff Coody 
(R-Grandfield) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) 
amends state preemption of firearm regulation by creating 
new penalties for a person adversely affected by an 
order, ordinance or regulation of a municipality or other 
political subdivision.  A court can award reasonable 
expenses if a court grants a final determination in favor of 
the person adversely affected or the order, ordinance or 
regulation is rescinded after a lawsuit has been filed.   
 
The bill passed the House on Monday by a vote of 76-10.   
 
SB 275 by Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and 
Rep. John Paul Jordan (R-Yukon) is the Senate version 
of HB 2322.  It preempts municipalities from passing any 
order, ordinance or regulation on firearms.  It also allows 
individuals who feel adversely affected to file a lawsuit 
against the municipality. 
 
The bill passed the Senate on Wednesday by a vote of 
38-3.  Title is off the bill. 
 
FIRE SPRINKLERS: SB 531 by Sen. Rob Standridge (R-
Norman) and Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee) 
amends the Alarm, Locksmith and Fire Sprinkler Industry 
Act in a number of ways.  This includes adding a 
definition of “integrated security system”, granting 
authority to the Department of Labor to regulate any 
advancements in technology that apply to the alarm, 
locksmith and fire sprinkler industry, specifying that a 
licensee pursuant to the Act shall not be required to 
obtain multiple licenses to install, repair or modify any 
component of an integrated security system, excluding 
commercial fire alarm and fire sprinkler systems. 
 
The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the House. 
 
FPAA/UNIT EXEMPTION:  SB 436 by Sen. Nathan 
Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. Jon Echols (R-OKC) 
expands those firefighters and police officers exempted 
from coverage under the Fire and Police Arbitration Act 

from one administrative assistant to seven for each 
department.  The bill added a population limit for cities 
90,000 and above. It authorizes the city manager or other 
municipal official that has statutory authority to appoint or 
hire other municipal positions to determine, with the 
advice off the chief of police or the chief of the fire 
department, the number of administrative assistants. 
 
The bill passed on Wednesday by a vote of 26-18.   
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT/CLEET:  SB 604 BY Sen. Greg 
Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Terry O’Donnell (R-Catoosa) 
amends law enforcement certification training for 
domestic violence and stalking investigation.  It adds 
“personal safety planning necessary at the pretrial stages 
of a potential criminal case.” 
 
The bill passed the Senate on Monday by a vote of 43-0. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT/CLEET:  HB 1263 by Rep. Matt 
Meredith (D-Tahlequah) and Sen. Dewayne Pemberton 
(R-Muskogee) by Rep. Matt Meredith (D-Tahlequah) and 
Sen. Dewayne Pemberton (R-Muskogee) amends CLEET 
training requirements.  It authorizes reserve officers who 
have completed the 240-hour certification program and is 
hired by a law enforcement agency as a full-time officer to 
be eligible to attend a 360-hour basic full-time academy to 
become certified as a full-time officer. 

The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the 
Senate. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT/MOTORCYCLES: SB 53 Sen. 
Jack Fry (R-Midwest City) and Rep. Tess Teague (R-
Choctaw) amends 47 O.S. Section 12-602 regarding 
authorization for the operator of a motorcycle to use 
various forms of auxiliary lighting. 
 
The bill passed on Monday by a vote of 44-0. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT/OSBI:  SB 247 by Sen. Kevin 
Matthews (D-Tulsa) and Rep. Monroe Nichols (D-Tulsa) 
authorizes the OSBI to investigate all law enforcement – 
or peace officer – involved shootings and in-custody 
deaths, not including jails or prisons for all jurisdictions in 
the state with a population of less than 150,000.  Those in 
jurisdictions over 150,000 are subject to review by the 
OSBI at the OSBI’s discretion.  The bill contains 
definitions, OSBI rule-making authority and law 
enforcement reporting requirements on detailed forms 
provided by OSBI. 
 
The bill passed the Senate on Tuesday by a vote of 45-0. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB2322%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB275%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB531%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB436%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB604%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1263%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB53%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB247%20ENGR.PDF
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TELECOMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM:  SB 28 by Sen. Roger Thompson (R-Okemah) 
requires DPS to access and collect costs and fees from 
subscribers to the Law Enforcement Telecommunication 
System.  The bill specifies categories of expenditures 
from these costs and fees.   
 
The bill passed the Senate on Tuesday by a vote of 44-0 
with the title restored. 
 
MUNICIPALITIES/INTERNET ACCESS:  HB 1216 by 
Rep. Forrest Bennett (D-OKC) and Sen. Kay Floyd (D-
OKC) provides that no state governmental entity and no 
political subdivision shall be prohibited from entering into 
an agreement with the provider of Internet services or 
other telecommunications service for the creation of a 
“Wi-Fi hotspot” within or in close proximity to a structure 
owned by the state governmental entity or political 
subdivision or which is under its control via lease or 
license from another entity. 
 
The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a vote of 88-5. 
 
OKLAHOMA INSPECTORS ACT:  HB 1283 by Rep. 
Kevin Wallace (R-Wellston) and Sen. James Leewright 
(R-Bristow) impacts the ability of municipalities and other 
political subdivisions to perform code inspection via a 
third party.  A “building and construction inspector” means 
any person actively engaged in the inspection of any 
phase of building and construction “by the political 
subdivision having managerial and superintending control 
over building codes as the code official” for the purpose of 
enforcing “and having the authority to enforce” 
compliance with applicable code including structural 
“building” inspectors.  A “building official” means the 
“licensed employee code official having the duty to 
administer and the authority to enforce building codes in 
the political subdivision”.  New definitions of “certification”, 
“inactive building and construction inspector”, “provisional 
license” “report writer” and “authorized agent”  are added.  
Various changes are made to 59 O.S. Section 1036 and a 
new law section is added creating an “authorized agent” 
which is one who is not a governmental employee but an 
independent contractor.   
 
The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a vote of 85-7. 
 
OPEN MEETING/EXECUTIVE SESSION:  HB 1810 by 
Rep. Ben Loring (D-Miami) and Sen. Marty Quinn (R-
Claremore) declares taking an audio or video recording of 
or listening in by any means, electronic or otherwise, to 
an executive session without authorization from the public 
body and disseminating information learned or discussed 
during an executive session that, due to its nature, should 
remain undisclosed to be in violation of the Open 
Meetings Act. It allows a public body to record the 

proceedings of an executive session to confidentially 
preserve the minutes. It prohibits any individuals from 
recording the proceedings other than the public body. It 
further includes violations of the Oklahoma Open Meeting 
Act.  
 
The bill passed the House on Monday by a vote of 78-17. 
 

OPEN MEETING/PUBLIC NOTICE: SB 403 by Sen. 
David Holt (R-OKC) and Rep. Elise Hall (R-OKC) amends 
the Open Meeting Act at 25 O.S. Section 311.  At least 24 
hours prior to the “regularly scheduled” meetings, all 
public bodies shall display public notice “by at least one of 
the following methods:  posting at the principle office or at 
the location of the meeting if no office exists; on the public 
body’s Internet website in accordance with 74 O.S. 
Section 3102.  In addition the public body “shall offer and 
consistently maintain an email distribution system for 
distribution of such notice, and any person may request to 
be included without charge, and their request shall be 
accepted.  In lieu of these posting requirements, the bill 
contains details including a definition of “new business” 
and an option for public notice special meetings. 

The bill passed the Senate on Monday by a vote of 43-0.   
 
PUBLIC PROPERTY/COLLECTIVE BARGAINING:  SB 
647 by Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) and Rep. George 
Faught (R-Muskogee) prohibits political subdivisions from 
subletting or donating the use of public property to 
organizations that engage in collective bargaining.   
 
The bill passed the Senate on Tuesday by a vote of 37-8. 
 
REAL ID/INFORMATION: HB 1465 by Rep. Jon Echols 
(R-OKC) and Sen. Nathan Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) 
regulates “personally identifiable information” required to 
be provided during the application process for a REAL ID 
Noncompliant Driver License or Identification Card.   The 
information must be stored in a separate and siloed 
database from other information.  The bill contains details 
including definitions, biometric data waiver, prohibitions 
and rule-making to the Department of Public Safety.   
 
The bill passed the House on Monday by a vote 73-20. 
 
SALES TAX/REMOTE SALES: HB 1427 by Rep. Kyle 
Hilbert (R-Depew) and Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) 
creates the Out-of-State Tax Collections Enforcement Act 
of 2017 which requires the Tax Commission to maintain 
in full-time employ not less than five out-of-state tax 
auditors.  The bill contains definitions and details. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/SB/SB28%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1216%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1283%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1810%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB403%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB647%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB647%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1465%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1427%20ENGR.PDF
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The bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the 
Senate. 
 
UTILITY/RELOCATION:  HB 1636 by Rep. Scott Inman 
(D-Del City) and Sen. Kyle Loveless (R-OKC) prohibits 
the provisions of the measure from being applicable to 
water sold to any city, town, rural water district or 
nonprofit corporations that are engaged in the sale or 
resale of water. 
 
The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a vote of 92-1. 
 
VETERANS CENTER: SB 544 by Sen. Frank Simpson 
(R-Ardmore) and Rep. Tommy Hardin (R-Madill) 
authorizes the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs 
to relocate the Oklahoma Veterans Center at Talihina 
within forty (40) miles of the current location and within 
the city limits of a municipality of at least 8,000 in 
population.   
 
The bill originally failed on Tuesday by a vote of 23-20.  
Sen. Simpson held it on a “Motion to Reconsider”.  He 
brought it back up the same afternoon, struck the title and 
the bill passed by a vote of 35-7. 
 
WATER/INCLINED BLOCK RATE STRUCTURE:  HB 
1537 by Rep. Jason Dunnington (D-OKC) and Sen. JJ 
Dossett (D-Sperry) requires municipalities to implement 
an inclined block rate structure for use of municipal water 
by persons, business entities and other users.  The 
municipality shall retain all revenues derived from the sale 
of water to each user.   Municipalities that implement an 
inclined block rate structure may impose surcharges for a 
municipal water user that uses more than 25,000 gallons 
of water per month.  Water use surcharge revenues may 
be used by the municipality or an entity having the 
municipality as its beneficiary for municipal water systems 
and related infrastructure assets.  The bill also provides 
that “water and water quality, while affected by actions of 
many persons and entities at the local level, are both 
matters of statewide public concern.” 
 
The bill was amended to change the effective date to 
January 1, 2019 and prohibits the provisions of the 
measure from being applicable to water sold to any city, 
town, rural water district or nonprofit corporations that are 
engaged in the sale or resale of water. 
 
The bill passed on Tuesday by a vote of 53-41.  

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1636%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB544%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/HFLR/HB1537%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/HFLR/HB1537%20HFLR.PDF

