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OML NEEDS YOU!!!   

PUBLIC SAFETY BILL UP NEXT WEEK 
 

On Monday, April 10
th
 HB 1374 by Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) and Sen. 

David Holt (R-OKC) will be heard in Senate General Government Committee.  
The General Government Committee needs to hear from you.   
 
This bill is an option for municipalities to create a Public Safety Protection District 
Act via a vote of the people including an annual assessment no greater than five 
(5) mills based on assessed value of property in the district.   The assessment 
shall not apply to real property zoned for agricultural or industrial land use, 
livestock employed in support of the family and personal property owned by for-
profit business entities.  Proceeds may be used for the operation and 
maintenance of the District, including expenses related to purchasing and 
maintaining public safety equipment and salaries/benefit of employees who 
provide law enforcement and/or fire protection public safety services within the 
district, and municipal expenses related to housing prisoners in the county jail.  In 
addition the proceeds may be used for payment of any costs related to fire and 
police operations and jail operations.  “Public safety protection” as used in the bill 
includes housing prisoners of the municipality in the county jail, and emergency 
medical services provided by the municipal fire department.  The bill contains 
details. 
 
The bill is doubly-assigned and must make it out of Senate Appropriations too.  
Please contact the members of both the Senate General Government Committee 
and Senate Appropriations and Budget Committee and ask them to vote 
“YES” on HB 1374.   
 

NO JAIL FOR PAINT ACT FAILED AGAIN 
 
On Monday before the Senate General Government Committee meeting, Rep. 
Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) and Sen. Nathan Dahm met with members of the Code 
Enforcement Association, County Treasurers, representatives from OKC and 
Missy Dean, OML Director of Government Relations and Bill Phelps, OML 
contract lobbyist to discuss HB 1691.  An hour later the bill was defeated in 
committee by a vote of 4-6.  This bill originally started out as the “No Jail for Paint 
Act” but was amended on the House floor to amending the lien process for 
nonpayment in 11 O.S. Sections 22-111, 22-112.1 and 112.4 by deleting large 
portions of the current collection procedure and adding the municipality “may file a 
lien, assignable at the municipality’s discretion, with the county clerk in the 
manner prescribed for other lienholders by law, with the same rights and priority of 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1374%20ENGR.PDF
http://www.ecapitol.net/CommitteeMembers.wcs?commid=00032
http://www.ecapitol.net/CommitteeMembers.wcs?commid=00027
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/Senate/HB1691%20PCS.PDF
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other lienholders”.   
 
This bill has now failed twice during this legislative 
process.  We will continue to watch other pieces of 
legislation to make sure this language does not reappear. 
 

FIREARMS BILL FAILS SENATE PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 

 
Today after an hour of questions and debate, HB 2323 by 
Rep. Jeff Coody (R-Grandfield) and Sen. Josh Brecheen 
(R-Coalgate) failed to make it out of the Senate Public 
Safety Committee by a vote of 4-7. 
 
The bill amended a number of statutes on firearms 
including convicted felons and delinquents, definitions for 
firearms act, firearms in vehicles, improper transportation 
of firearms, felony pointing of firearms, concealed firearm 
for off-duty police officers, physical or deadly force 
against intruder, definitions and reciprocal agreement 
authority. or regulation is rescinded after a lawsuit has 
been filed. 
 

BILLS ON THE MOVE 
 

Condemnation/Final Offer: SB 290 by Sen. Dan 
Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Weldon Watson (R-Tulsa) 
amends 66 O.S. Section 55 regarding the district court 
review of the report of commissioners.  Current law 
provides: “If the party demanding such trial does not 
recover a verdict more favorable to him than the 
assessment of the commissioners, all costs in the district 
court may be taxed against him.”  The bill adds:  “Not 
later than thirty (30) days after a party’s written demand 
for jury trial, the condemnor may make a last offer to 
settle as provided in Section 1101.1 of Title 12”.  The 
awarding of attorney, appraisal, engineering and expert 
witness fees is also amended by adding the standard:  If 
the award of the jury exceeds “by at least ten percent 
(10%) the greater of the award of the court-appointed 
commissioners or the condemnor’s last offer pursuant to 
subsection A of this section”.  Attorney, appraisal and 
engineering fees in 27 O.S. Section 11 is also amended 
by adding if the jury exceeds by at least ten percent 
(10%) “the greater of the award of the court-appointed 
commissioners or the condemnor’s last offer to settle as 
provided in Section 1101.1 of Title 12.” 
 
The bill passed the House Judiciary - Civil and 
Environment Committee.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Employment/Employment Agents: HB 1233 by Rep. 
Mike Osburn (R-Edmond) and Sen. Adam Pugh (R-
Edmond) changes from the Department of Labor to any 

court of competent jurisdiction in handling matters 
regarding not fulfilling contract made through employment 
agents in 40 O.S. Section 46.  The penalty section in 40 
O.S. Section 57 is altered to authorize any “applicant or 
employee” to seek criminal enforcement through request 
made to any district attorney or the Attorney General.  40 
O.S. Section 35, 38 and 53 are repealed. 
 
The bill passed the House Business, Commerce and 
Tourism committee on Wednesday.  It now waits a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Family & Medical Leave Act/Unlawful Practice: SB 
549 by Sen. David Holt (R-OKC) and Rep. Tammy West 
(R-Bethany) creates new law in Title 40 creating unlawful 
employment practices related to an employee disabled by 
pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical condition or for 
adoption or foster care placement of a child.  A “state 
employer” shall not refuse to allow these employees to 
take leave for a reasonable time not to exceed 20 weeks 
and then return to work at the next regularly scheduled 
business day.  The bill contains details regarding 
definitions, notice requirements, transfers and 
authorization for a civil action in district court and fines by 
the Commissioner of Labor. 
 
The bill is assigned to the House Business, Commerce 
and Tourism Committee. 
 
Health Care/Options: SB 478 by Sen. Bill Brown (R-
Broken Arrow) and Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Arcadia) creates 
the Health Care Choice Act to negotiate compacts with 
other states to allow out-of-state insurers to sell specified 
lines of coverage in Oklahoma.   
 
The bill is assigned to the House Insurance Committee. 
 
Highways/Right-of-Way: HB 1305 by Rep. Casey 
Murdock (R-Felt) and Sen. Larry Boggs (R-Wilburton) 
authorizes the County Commissioners, along the county 
highway system, to issue permits to authorize and 
regulate harvesting hay along the right-of-way.  Details 
include liability, storing the hay, priority for the abutting 
landowners, permit fees and regulatory authority. 
 
The bill passed the Senate Agriculture and Wildlife 
committee on Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
Senate floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Speed Limits: SB 612 by Sen. 
Joseph Silk (R-Broken Bow) and Rep. Rick West (R-
Heavener) amends 47 O.S. Section 11-801 authorizing a 
county commissioner to reduce the maximum speed on a 
section of highway when requested by county residents.  
The request is submitted to that transportation district 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB2323%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/HFLR/SB290%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1233%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB549%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB549%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB478%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/SCSH/HB1305%20SCSH.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/HFLR/SB612%20HFLR.PDF
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requesting the reduction and it must contain at least two 
percent (2%) of the registered voters of that county.   
 
The bill is waiting to be heard on the House floor. 
 
Pensions/Firefighter Pension/Distributions: HB 1705 
by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. Marty 
Quinn (R-Claremore) amends the Firefighter Pension 
System changing the definitions of eligible rollover 
distribution, eligible retirement plan, distributee, direct 
rollover, mandatory distribution and adding provisions for 
the beneficiary of a deceased member.  In addition, in the 
event of a Mandatory Distribution greater than $1,000 
made on or after June 28, 2018, if the member does not 
elect to have the distribution paid directly to an Eligible 
Retirement Plan specified by the member in the Direct 
Rollover or to receive the distribution directly, then the 
State Board shall pay the distribution in a Direct Rollover 
to an individual retirement plan.   
 
The bill passed the Senate Retirement and Insurance 
Committee on Monday.  It now awaits a hearing on the 
Senate floor. 

 
Tax Incentives/Sunset: HB 1187 by Rep. Avery Frix (R-
Muskogee) and Sen. Roger Thompson (R-Okemah) 
defines a “tax incentive” and provides that no tax 
incentive shall be enacted unless it contains a specific 
date, no longer than four (4) years from the effective date 
of the act creating the incentive, after which the tax 
incentive may no longer be authorized.  The definition 
includes a tax exemption, deduction, exclusion, reduction 
and certain cash payments as an incentive for business 
location, business expansion, job creation, job retention 
or similar economic inducement. 
 
The bill passed the Senate A&B Committee on 
Wednesday with the title and enacting clause stricken.  It 
now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Transportation/Right-of-Way: HB 1636 by Rep. Scott 
Inman (D-Del City) and Sen. Kyle Lovelss (R-OKC) 
amends the removing or relocation of utility facilities in 69 
O.S. Section 1205.  If the utility facilities requiring 
relocation are owned by another municipality having a 
population of 5,000 or more, the municipal utility owner 
shall furnish funds to the state necessary to match federal 
funds.  In the event utility facilities requiring relocation 
have multiple municipal owners, each owner shall be 
responsible for the proportionate funding associated with 
their ownership. 
 
The bill passed the Senate Transportation Committee on 
Tuesday.  It now awaits a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 

Water/Rate Requirements/Statewide Concern: HB 
1537 by Rep. Jason Dunnington (D-OKC) and Sen. J.J. 
Dossett (D-Sperry) effective January 1, 2019, requires 
municipalities to implement an inclined block rate 
structure for use of municipal water by persons, business 
entities and other users.  The municipality shall retain all 
revenues derived from the sale of water to each user.   
Municipalities that implement an inclined block rate 
structure may impose surcharges for a municipal water 
user that uses more than 25,000 gallons of water per 
month.  Water use surcharge revenues may be used by 
the municipality or an entity having the municipality as its 
beneficiary for municipal water systems and related 
infrastructure assets.  The bill also provides that “water 
and water quality, while affected by actions of many 
persons and entities at the local level, are both matters of 
statewide public concern.”  This section is not applicable 
to water sold to any city, town, rural water district or 
nonprofit corporations that are engaged in the sale or 
resale of water. 
 
The bill is assigned to the Senate General Government 
Committee. 
                             
Workers’ Compensation: HB 1462 by Rep. Jon Echols 
(R-OKC) and Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) amends the 
Administrative Workers’ Compensation Act in a number of 
ways with a bill over 200 pages with over 85 sections 
including a repealer section.  This comprehensive reform 
amends 25 definitions, strikes current language, alters the 
workers compensation commission, and amends benefits 
and the like.   
 
The bill is assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 
Workers’ Compensation/Non-Immediate Employer 
Liability: HB 2242 by Rep. Glen Mulready (R-Tulsa) and 
Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore) makes a number of 
amendments to 85A O.S. Section 36 regarding workers’ 
compensation liability when an individual or business 
entity fails to secure compensation required by law.  In 
this event, the “party for whom work is being performed” 
shall be liable for compensation to the employees, unless 
there is an intermediate “individual or business entity” that 
has workers’ compensation coverage.  The bill removes 
the words “prime contractor” and “subcontractor” from 
current law.  Language regarding sole proprietorship or 
partnership is struck and provision is made for an Affidavit 
of Exempt Status establishing a rebuttable presumption.   
 
The bill is assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

                                      
 
 
 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/SFLR/HB1705%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/SFLR/HB1187%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20FLR/SFLR/HB1636%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1537%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1537%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1462%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB2242%20ENGR.PDF
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NEXT WEEK AT THE CAPITOL 
 

Monday, April 10
th 

House A&B Public Safety Subcommittee 
10:30 a.m. in 512A 

 
Oklahoma Law Enforcement Telecommunications 
System:  SB 28 by Sen. Roger Thompson (R-Okemah) 
and Rep. Avery Frix (R-Muskogee) requires the 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) to assess and collect 
a fee from subscribers of the Oklahoma Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System.  The funds and 
expenditures are for personnel, recurring use fees, 
necessary hardware and accessories, of equipment, 
maintenance and operational expenses of the system. 

 
House Appropriations and Budget Committee 

4:30 p.m. or AA2 in 206 
 

Forensic Science Improvement Assessment Fee:  SB 
38 by Sen. Roger Thompson (R-Okemah) and Rep. 
Kevin Wallace (R-Wellston) amends 20 O.S. Section 
1313.4 to increase the Forensic Science Improvement 
Assessment from $5 to $10 per applicable offense.  This 
fee is collected by municipal court clerks. 

 
CLEET/Meals:  SB 89 by Sen. Greg McCortney (R-Ada) 
and Rep. Todd Thomsen (R-Ada) increases the CLEET 
registration fee from $20 to $30 per pay to cover the costs 
of breakfast, lunch and “dinner” provided by CLEET. 

 
Sales Tax Exemption/Domestic Violence:  SB 189 by 
Sen. Kay Floyd (D-OKC) and Rep. Claudia Griffith (D-
Norman) adds a new sales tax exemption for a 501(c)(3) 
organization which operates a collaborative model which 
connects community agencies serving those affected by 
violence. 

 
Tuesday, April 11

th
 

Senate Finance Subcommitee 
10:30 a.m. in 535 

 
Sales Tax/Remote Sales: HB 1427 by Rep. Kyle Hilbert 
(R-Depew) and Sen. James Leewright (R-Bristow) 
creates the Out-of-State Tax Collections Enforcement Act 
of 2017 which requires the Tax Commission to maintain 
in full-time employ not less than five out-of-state tax 
auditors.  The bill contains definitions and details. 

 
Sales Tax/Exemption: HB 1633 by Rep. Scott Inman (D-
Del City) and Rep. Frank Simpson (R-Ardmore) expands 
the sales tax exemption for disabled veterans to any 
surviving spouse or surviving child who is eligible for 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation via 38 USC 
Sections 1301 through 1323. 
 

Revenue Task Force:  HB 1856 by Rep. Leslie Osborn 
(R-Mustang) creates the Task Force for the Study of the 
Oklahoma Tax Code. The purpose of the Task Force 
shall be to conduct a comprehensive study of the 
Oklahoma Tax Code to include but not limited to:  1) a 
review of all potential sustainable revenue streams which 
could be made available to different levels of government; 
and 2) a review of all and potential sustainable budget 
cuts which could be implemented by the different levels of 
government; and 3) such other matters related to tax as 
the Task Force deems relevant. Out of the 16 members 
serving on the Task Force, 6 of those will be 
representatives from municipalities. 

 
House Judiciary – Civil & Environmental Committee 

10:30 a.m. or AA1 in 206 
 

Firearms/Preemption: SB 275 by Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. John Paul Jordan (R-Yukon) 
amends unlawful carry by removing “billy”.  State 
preemption is expanded in a number of ways.  This 
includes adding “firearm and ammunition” and “related” 
supplies, adding “policies”, restricting current authority for 
municipal ordinances relating to the discharge of firearms 
within the jurisdiction of the municipality by adding 
“except in legitimate defense of self or others”, adding to 
the prohibition for confiscation of property by adding 
“firearm or ammunition component, ammunition or related 
supplies”, changing the standard for a person “adversely 
affected” by any order, ordinance or regulation and 
increasing penalties for violation of the preemption 
requirements including reasonable expenses including 
attorney fees, expert witness fees, court costs, costs and 
compensation for lost income. 
 
FPAA/Unit Exemption: SB 436 by Sen. Nathan Dahm 
(R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. Jon Echols (R-OKC) expands 
those police officers and firefighters exempted from 
coverage under the Fire and Police Arbitration Act from 
one (1) administrative assistant to no more than seven (7) 
for each department for municipalities with a population of 
90,000 or more.  The City Manager, or other municipal 
official that has statutory authority to appoint or hire, shall 
have the authority to determine the number of 
administrative assistants, with the advice of the chief of 
police or the chief of the fire department. 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB28%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB38%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB38%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB89%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB189%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1427%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1633%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/hB/HB1856%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB275%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20ENGR/SB/SB436%20ENGR.PDF

