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Welcome to the first issue of the Oklahoma Municipal League’s 2015 weekly legislative 
bulletin. This bulletin will inform you about what’s happening in the Legislature. It is 
intended to give a brief look at important issues facing cities and towns. As well, we hope 
it will give municipal officials insight into the legislative process and the importance of our 
collective, united voice to obtain a positive influence in the Legislature. 
 

AND SO IT BEGINS . . . 
On February 2

nd
, Session began with Governor Fallin’s State of the State address. Both 

Senate and the House have held committee meetings this week with little to no action 
being done on the floor.  
 
With just over 2,091 bills and joint resolutions filed for the 2015 legislative, OML will be 
busy this year representing Oklahoma cities and towns at the State Capitol. Some of the 
hot topics for the upcoming session are fracking, guns, attack on local control, 9-1-1 
reform, protection of municipal sales tax, and many other issues that are driven by the 
legislators’ constituents.   
 
As the bills are filed, OML staff is busy reading and analyzing each bill for cities and 
towns as it goes through the legislative process. All together, we are monitoring over 300 
bills with potential municipal impact and the numbers will likely increase as bills are 
amended and committee substitutes approved. These numbers will continue to fluctuate 
as the session moves along and certain bills will become far more important than others. 
Rest assured that as important bills come up, OML will alert you through GRIP Alerts and 
give you the talking points needed to educate your legislator of the importance of the 
municipal position.  
 

FRACK, RATTLE & ROLL – REGULATING THE ISSUE 
 

One of the hot topics at the capitol this year is the ability for the State to prohibit cities 
and towns from banning fracking inside municipal limits.  There are several bills that have 
been introduced:  HB 2178 by Speaker Hickman (R-Dacoma); HB 1395 by Rep. Murdock 
(R-Felt); HB 1722 by Rep. Osborn (R-Mustang); HB 1954 by Rep. Watson (R-Tulsa); HB 
2124 by Rep. McBride (R-OKC); SB 468 by Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward); and SB 809 by 
Pro Tempore Bingman (R-Sapulpa).  OML and representatives from Norman and 
Stillwater met with the oil and gas industry and the Coalition of Oklahoma Surface and 
Mineral Owners on these bills.  OML has formed a working group with representatives 
from the cities of Guthrie, Norman, Oklahoma City, Stillwater, Sand Springs, Ponca City, 
El Reno, Sallisaw, Shawnee, and Jones to continue to work on language that will allow 
cities to implement ordinances that require health and safety and environmental 
protections. 
 

9-1-1 Bills Assigned to Senate General Government Committee 
 

After a series of meetings in the interim with the PSAPs, cellular companies, cities and 
towns, counties and COGS, Sen. Susan Paddack (D-Ada) filed SB 278.  This bill creates 
the Oklahoma 9-1-1 Management Authority Act by amending various sections of current 
law's Nine-One-One Wireless Emergency Number Act and creating a new law.  The Act's 
purpose is to provide additional resources and increased authority to assist local 
communities to reach standardized goals adopted by the Authority and upgrading 9-1-1  

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2178%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1395%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1722%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1954%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2124%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2124%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB468%20INT.PDF
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http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB278%20INT.PDF


 2 

 
capabilities for all the citizens of the state. Among a 
number of changes are definitions for Next Generation 
9-1-1 (NG9-1-1)  and Public Safety Answering Point 
(PSAP)", alterations to various aspects of fees, duties of 
providers, public agencies reporting requirements, hiring 
a coordinator, authorizing a planning authority and 
duties.  The bill was originally assigned to Senate Rules 
Committee but as of late Wednesday afternoon the bill 
was reassigned to the Senate General Government 
Committee.  Sen. Stephanie Bice (R- OKC) has filed SB 
401 with almost the exact same language.  This bill is 
also assigned to the Senate General Government 
Committee.   

 
OML’S 2015 STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

 
1. 9-1-1:  Support increasing the tariff charged for cell 

phones for 9-1-1 wireless services. 
2. Transportation Funding - Continue to support the 

reassessment of motor fuel and vehicle taxes to 
more accurately reflect the heavy use of municipal 
highways, roads and streets. HB 1558 by Rep. 

Elise Hall (R-OKC) increases the percentage from 
3.1% to 5% of motor vehicle fees going to 
municipalities for roads. 

3. Texting While Driving Ban.  Support the concept 

of no texting while driving and allowing the use of 
hands free devices while driving.  There have been 
several bills introduced on this issue.  This is also 
part of Governor Fallin’s legislative agenda. 

4. Aeronautics Fees. Support HB 1041 by Rep. 
Joyner (R-Midwest City) transportation user fees to 
be used for transportation purposes. Efforts would 
also include protecting the Oklahoma Aeronautics 
Commission revolving fund, which are funds used 
for aviation projects and improvements. 

5. Mental Health Transport - Support amending the 
mental health transport statutes by allowing 
municipalities to contract with private companies for 
transporting. HB 1776 by Rep. Charles McCall (R-
Atoka) makes it permissive for municipal law 
enforcement and sheriff’s officers to transport 
patients. It also provides a reimbursement formula 
for the law enforcement agencies to be reimbursed. 
The bill provides language that will allow the 
departments to contract with a third party for 
transporting too.  HB 1284 by Rep. Josh Cockroft 
(R-Tecumseh) also authorizes a law enforcement 
agency to contract for transportation of a person 
who appears or states he is mentally ill, alcohol-
dependent or drug-dependent. Another mental 
health transport bill is SB 751 by Rep. Kim David 
(R-Wagoner). This bill makes it permissive for 
municipal law enforcement and county sheriffs to 
transport mental health patients to facilities.   

6. Competitive Bidding:  Support SB 154 by Sen. 
Kim  David (R-Wagoner) amends 60 O.S. Section 
176 by deleting Subsection H regarding the 
$50,000 bidding requirement for construction, labor, 
equipment, material or repairs.  It substitutes the 
following:  "Public trusts shall comply with the 
provisions of the Public Competitive Bidding Act of 
1974; provided the provisions of this subsection 
shall not apply to contracts of industrial and cultural 
trusts."   

7. Deannexation.  Support SB 512 by Sen. Clark 

Jolley (R-Edmond) making deannexation more 
consistent with the annexation statutes.  

8. Rental Registration. Support SB 325 by Sen. 
James Halligan (R-Stillwater) regarding Rental 
Registration and support an amendment to include 
career-tech districts and community colleges. 

9. Municipal Licenses. SB 96 by Sen. Jack Fry (R-
Midwest City) removes antiquated language such 
as drays, hacks, carriages and many services on 
which municipalities may levy a license tax. 

 
BILLS ON THE MOVE 

 
Abandoned/Neglected Property 
HB 1666 by Rep. David Dank (R-OKC) creates the 
"Neglected or Abandoned Residential Property Nuisance 
Abatement Act".  The bill allows any person to file a civil 
action for the recovery of damages caused by the failure 
or neglect of the owner of a single or multi-family 
dwelling structure that has become a nuisance. The bill 
establishes the requirements to be included in the 
petition. The bill allows for certain rebuttal if evidence is 
provided. The bill requires the cash value used to 
compute the damage amount to be the full value which 
the county assessor has determined. A plaintiff may 
request that the court appoint a receiver with respect to 
a property for which a prima facie case of nuisance 
conditions has been established. 
 
Animal Control 
HB1431 by Rep. Shane Stone (D-OKC) amends 11 O.S. 
Section 22-115 requiring an in-person response from the 
animal control office to a complaint of an animal running 
at large within the incorporated city limits.  The bill 
contains definitions. 
 
Annexation 
HB 1456 by Rep. James Leewright (R-Bristow) amends 
11 O.S. Section 21-103 regarding annexation for areas 
12 square miles or more or a fence line annexation with 
a width-to-length ratio of three ten-thousandths (.ooo3) 
or less.  Requirements include written consent of at least 
51% of the owners of the fence line annexation or at 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB401%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB401%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1558%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1041%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1776%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1284%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB751%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB154%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB512%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB325%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB96%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1666%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1431%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1456%20INT.PDF
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least 25% of the owners of the acreage inside the fence 
line annexation. 
 
Dog Kennels 
SB 152 by Sen. Kyle Loveless (R-OKC) amends 11 O.S. 
Section 22-115.1 changing location prohibitions on "dog 
kennels" to "commercial pet breeders.". 
 
Elections/Nonresident Candidates 
HB 1357 by Rep. Brian Renegar (D-McAlester) 
authorizes a municipality with a population of less than 
1,500 to vote to allow a nonresident that resides within a 
school district within the boundaries of the municipality to 
be an eligible candidate for municipal office. 
 
Emergency Medical Services/Fees 
SB 121 by Sen. Jason Smalley (R-Prague) creates new 
law authorizing the county commissioners to implement 
a fee on each residential electric consumer to fund 
emergency medical services pursuant to Article 10, 
Section 9C of the Oklahoma Constitution.   
 
Eminent Domain/Repealer 
HB 1973 by Rep. David Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow) 
repeals 11 O.S. Section 22-104. 
 
Fire Protection District 
HB 1163 by Rep. David Perryman (D-Chickashsa) 
creates the Oklahoma Municipal Fire Protection Act to 
authorize annual ad valorem levies for funding fire 
protection. 
 
Low-Point Beer/Municipal Funds 
HB 1858 by Rep. Harold Wright (R-Weatherford) 
increases the tax on low-point beer with the money 
apportioned to the state, municipalities and counties that 
levy a sales tax, in the proportions which each entity 
received in sales tax in the preceding month.  The 
amount allocated to the state shall be apportioned 
pursuant to 68 O.S. Section 1353.   
 
Municipal Court/Jury Trials  
SB 111 bill by Sen. Clark Jolley (E-Edmond) amends 11 
O.S. Section 27-129 regarding appeals from a municipal 
court to the district court in a trial de novo.  The jury trial 
requirement is increased from $200 to $500.   
 
Nuisance Abatment 
HB 1451 by Rep. Kevin Calvey (R-OKC) amends the 
abatement procedure in 11 O.S. Sections 22-111, 22-
112.1 and 22-112.4 including changes in notice 
requirement and authorization for property owner 
damages.  In addition, 11 O.S. Section 38-101 is 
amended changing the definition of “blighted area” and 
11 O.S. Section 38-106 is amended by increasing the 
required public notice.  However, in the House County 

and Municipal Government Committee on Tuesday, 
Rep. Josh Cockroft (R-Tecumseh) filed an amendment 
that passed to withdraw the language relating to 
“blighted areas.”   
 
HB 1871 by Rep. Mike Shelton (D-OKC) amends 50 
O.S. Section 16 authorizing municipalities to declare a 
store which sells drug paraphernalia as defined in 63 
O.S. Section 2-101, paragraph 36, a nuisance.  The 
nuisance may be abated pursuant to 50 O.S. Section 16, 
subsection A. 
 
Open Meeting/Executive Session 
HB 1055 by Rep. David Perryman (D-Chickasha) 
amends in several ways the executive session portion of 
the Open Meeting Act including the “continued” 
employment and “compensation” of any individual 
salaried public officer or employee,  authorizing an 
attorney to extend an offer of settlement, electronic 
recording of the executive session, duties on preserving 
the minutes including for at least 2 years after the 
meeting date and requirements if litigation is filed 
involving an alleged violation of the Act. 
 
Open Records/Law Enforcement Recordings 
HB 1361 by Rep. Claudia Griffith (D-Norman) amends 
the Open Records Act to exempt from the definition of 
“record” an audio or video recording of the Department 
of Public Safety.  The 2014 amendments are deleted 
which restricted release of audio and video recordings  
depicting the death or dead body, any person who is 
nude or that identifies a minor under age 16 and the 
identity of a law enforcement officer subject to an 
internal investigation.  A new exception is placed in 51 
O.S. Section 24A.12 for records used as evidence in a 
pending trial until the final disposition of the action. 
 
Firefighters Pension and Retirement System 
SB 103 by Sen. Mike Mazzei (R-Tulsa) increases the 
amount distributed from the insurance premium tax from 
36% to 38% for the OK Firefighters Pension System. 
 
Water/Regional Planning 
SB 225 by Sen. Larry Boggs (R-Wilburton) creates the 
Regional Water Development Act with OWRB 
developing regional water plans, coordinating 
partnership opportunities for financing and incentives, 
providing analysis of plan options and engaging in rule-
making.  The Regional water plan will be developed to 
maximize the use of water within the region. 
 
SB 354 by Sen. Eddie Fields (R-Wynona) creates the 
Regional Water Planning Act established by state 
requirements.  This includes the number, boundaries 
and members of the planning councils made by the 
Governor, Pro Tempore and Speaker from within certain 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB152%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1357%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB121%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1973%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1163%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1858%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB111%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1451%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/HB1451%20FULLAMD1%20JOSH%20COCKROFT-AMM.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1871%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1055%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1361%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB103%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB225%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB354%20INT.PDF
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interest groups, time periods for required documents, 
meetings and a special role of each regional chair.  The 
bill also establishes requirements for each regional water 
plan in addition to detailed required duties for the 
Councils created under the Act. 
SB 634 by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-Coalgate) creates the 
Regional Water Sustainability Act to develop regional 
water plans to maximize the use of water within a region 
including a number of factors. 

 
NEXT WEEK AT THE CAPITOL 

 
Monday, February 9, 2015 

House A&B - Natural Resources & Regulatory Svcs 
Room 206 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
HB 1374 by Rep. Chuck Strohm (R-Jenks) states that if 
monies accruing for the Used Tire Recycling Indemnity 
Fund are more than specified, DEQ may be reimbursed 
from the remaining funds. This proposed committee 
substitute has been filed.   
 

House A&B – Revenue and Taxation 
Room 432A at 10:30 a.m. 

 
HB 2000 by Rep. Sean Roberts (R-Hominy) repeals the 
Oklahoma Affordable Housing Act.   
 

Senate General Government 
Room 230 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
SB 352 by Sen. Dan Newberry (R-Tulsa) amends 
bidding statutes that a construction contract may provide 
a local bid preference of 5%. The bill contains details. 
 
SB 512 by Sen. Clark Jolley (R-Edmond) amends 11 
O.S. Section 21-110 regarding territory detached from 
the corporate limits including limiting detachment by 
petition to land annexed within the previous 15 years, 
changes to the procedure including written notice 
requirements and procedure if the clerk determines the 
petition is insufficient. 
 
SB 513 by Sen. Jack Fry (R-Midwest City) amends 82 
O.S. Section 1085.56 regarding water quality project 
loans by OWRB to promote fair competition for piping 
materials used in water and wastewater projects and all 
procurement transactions.  The bill contains 
requirements for governmental agencies. 
 
SB 520 by Sen. Stephanie Bice (R-OKC) amends 11 
O.S. Section 22-112.4 increasing from 10 days to 30 
days the required notice that an abandoned building is to 
be abated.  In addition, upon the payment of costs 
certified against the property, the release of the notice of 

the lien must be filed within 30 days after receiving such 
payment.  Current law requires 10 days. 
 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
House Business, Labor and Retirement Laws 

Room 432A at 3:00 p.m. 
HB 1052 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) expands 
the membership of the Oklahoma State Pension 
Commission from 7 to 9 members to include the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Oklahoma 
Department of Labor. 
 
HB 1053 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) 
conforms statutory references to the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended, concerning the Oklahoma 
Law Enforcement Retirement System. 
 
HB 1458 by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant) authorizes 
a peace officer with probable cause to believe that gems 
or precious metals in possession of a dealer is stolen or 
embezzled to place a hold order on the property.  The 
bill contains details. 
 

House Judiciary and Civil Procedure 
Room 206 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
HB 1477 by Rep. Justin Wood (R-Shawnee) amends 11 
O.S. Sections 27-120 and 28-116 authorizing the district 
court to utilize an electronic jury management system to 
select names of jurors for municipal court.  The district 
court will provide the list of potential jurors in electronic 
format and shall not be required to provide written jury 
lists or prepare juror summons for the municipal court.  
The details of the electronic jury management system is 
found in Section 15. 

 
ADVOCATING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 

 
This year, several bills have been filed that will have a 
negative impact on our members, which means we need 
YOU more than ever. Not sure where to begin? Here are 
a few tips to help you help us.  
 
Stay vigilant, stay informed. Let OML be your clearing 
house for legislative information and news. OML sends 
out many GRIP Alerts to our members to let you know 
when a pressing issue needs your attention. Pay 
attention to these emails, as we send them for your 
benefit. You can also read any version of any bill on the 
Legislature’s website at oklegislature.gov. 
 
Be active. If you can’t be at the Capitol, call, text, and 
email your legislators. They want to hear from you!  
 
Act swiftly. Often times, bills heard in committee or on 
the floor can come and go very quickly. This means that 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB634%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1374%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/HB1374%20SUBPCS1%20CHUCK%20STROHM-AMM.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB2000%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB352%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB512%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB513%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/SB/SB520%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1052%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1053%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1458%20INT.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20INT/hB/HB1477%20INT.PDF
http://oklegislature.gov/
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you have a small window to communicate with your 
legislators. Same day action is paramount.  
 
Send us your comments. Is a particular issue or bill 
important to your community? Tell us about it.  We also 
frequently send out bills and ask for comments from you 
for guidance. These comments remain completely in-
house, so don’t be afraid to speak up. Your words are 
safe with us!  
 
Build a coalition. Never has the phrase “strength in 
numbers” been more relevant. Discuss these issues with 
community leaders and surrounding municipalities. 
Collaboration is invaluable in the legislative process.  
 
Build a relationship with your legislators. Legislators 
appreciate hearing from their constituents back home. 
They’re also usually happy to give their phone numbers 
and email addresses out to remain in contact with you.  
 
Say THANK YOU! This one is a no brainer. Never 
underestimate the power of saying thank you.  

 
FUTURE ISSUES 

 
Look for the Legislative Bulletin to highlight bills that 
exemplify the ways in which municipalities are squeezed 
dry. We will also highlight some positive developments 
from the Capitol including bills that we are lobbying on 
behalf of individual members. Be sure to ask your 
legislator this:  How much financial damage does the 
legislature wish to do to municipalities this session?  
 
Cities and towns either win or lose together at the State 
Capitol since it takes a majority of legislators from all 
over the state—whether urban or rural, democrat or 
republican—to carry the day. The number-one ingredient 
for success at the legislature and state agencies is a 
united collective municipal voice. 
 


